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CALENDAR DATES  
 

Afternoon Tea & Special Meeting 

2pm Monday 11 April, 
Northcote Seniors Citizens Centre  
 

Forum: New Support at Home 
TBC May, Grandview Hotel 
 

2022 Term Dates 
Term 1  Ends Friday 8 April 
Term 2  Tues 26 April  –  Fri 24 June  
Term 3  Mon 11 July – Fri 16 Sept 
Term 4  Mon 3 October – Fri 2 Dec 
 

 
Common Brown               Photo: M.Dormer  

From the Committee  
Hi everyone, 
Hasn’t it been wonderful weather! As I write, it’s a lovely day, sun 
shining, just a few clouds and a slight breeze in the air. I’m told it’s 

the Easter moon that brings the change in the weather  if that’s 
true we still have weeks of fine weather ahead of us.  
 

Mandates have relaxed a bit on the pandemic front, so it now 
seems to be down to a person’s own appetite for risk. We 
shouldn’t get too blasé, as the Omicron BA 2 variant around can be 
serious for someone our age. U3A Darebin continues doing all we 
can to provide a COVID-safe environment for all classes.  
 

An air purifier has been installed in the Fairfield classroom to give 
an extra level of protection (as done in schools), and the double 
doors can be opened to increase ventilation when weather 
permits. However the Committee recommends that numbers in 
that classroom stay capped at ten, with larger groups relocated. 
Remember, masks and distancing are still recommended to reduce 
infection risk. If Zoom classes are offered, please take advantage of 
them if you’re at all worried about contact. 
 

Bye for now. Stay safe.                                         Peter Byrne, President 
 
 
 

April Afternoon Tea and Special General Meeting 
2 pm Monday 11 April Northcote Senior Citizens, 16A Bent St N’cote  
 

New and ongoing members are invited to attend a social get-together, 
hear an update to our constitution and join in a quiz. An opportunity 
to catch up with old friends and meet new ones.  
 

As notified 15 March, the brief meeting is to ratify minor changes in 
our constitution, making it less wordy and more readable. If you can’t 
attend, send your proxy vote to our office by Friday 8 April (see p12). 
 

Book: login to ‘enrol’ in this event on our website, or phone during 
office hours. (That way we can contact you if anything changes.)     
Please BYO cup and a plate to share. Sign in when you enter and 
collect your ticket for a chance to win a door prize!  
 

Forum: Introducing the new Support at Home Program 
 

Our Term 2 forum will be held in conjunction with Darebin Council, 
to look at the new Aged Care program which begins in 2023. It will 
be an amalgamation of the existing Commonwealth Home Support 
Program, Home Care Packages, and Short Term Restorative Care. 
There will be a single assessment service, with My Aged Care the 
single point of contact.  
The program is something that will affect us all in the future, if not 
already involved, so something not to miss. The date and location 
are not yet confirmed, so keep your eyes open for further details. 
 

 
 

U3A Darebin Inc.  www.u3adarebin.com.au 
Email info@u3adarebin.com.au 
PO Box 44, Fairfield, Vic. 3078 

 

Office: 26 Railway Place, Fairfield 
Phone and leave a message:  
 9489 2103 or 0492 817 478 

 

Our office is open 10am – 12 noon on Monday & Thursday, except in school holidays. 
 

 

    April 2022 Number 121 

http://www.u3adarebin.com.au/
mailto:info@u3adarebin.com.au
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COVIDSafe Update – April 2022   

From April 4, extra COVID-19 vaccinations will be available for Victorians over the age of 65, those who 
are immunocompromised, Indigenous Australians over the age of 50 and people living in aged and 
residential care. This fourth jab should be had four months after your booster/third shot. 
 

The national flu vaccine program begins on the same day and you may have both jabs together. 
Flu vaccination is strongly recommended this year as there have not been widespread flu outbreaks in 
Australia since the pandemic began (due to restrictions), so our immunity to flu strains will have waned. 
Both vaccines will be available at pharmacies, general practices and Health Centres. 
More: www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-25/atagi-covid-vaccine-fourth-dose-recommendation/100935922  
 

Getting vaccinated, wearing a well-fitting face mask, distancing, practicing good hygiene and staying home 

if you feel unwell  all help reduce the risk of getting COVID, or getting the flu.  
 

          
 

Steps to stay COVIDSafe:  www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/staying-safe 
 

Recipe: Easy bake chocolate mousse cake  
 

As requested, this recipe is not good for your health (though a little hedonism can help you feel good). The 
rich cake is even better served with fresh berries and a dollop of cream (or yogurt). Time to make: 2 hours. 

  

 
Method 
1. Grease a 20cm square or round tin and line it with grease-proof paper. Set aside. 
2. Melt chocolates together and allow to cool a little. 
3. Whisk eggs and sugar together until thick and pale. 
4. On medium speed, add vanilla and Kahlua into egg mix. 

5. Very gently fold in melted chocolates  the more air you keep in the mix the better the cake will rise. 
6. Very gently fold in cream. 
7. Pour into the prepared tin and bake covered with foil in a water bath (about 1cm up the side of the tin) 

at 170°C for 1-1 ½ hours. A square or round tin can be used, as long as it can sit inside another 
ovenproof dish or tin that is half filled with hot water. If  you use a spring-form tin, ensure you have a 
tight seal or the water will get in through the bottom. 

The cake will wobble like set jelly when cooked. Allow to cool and chill in fridge before removing from tin. 
Use a hot knife to cut. Best served slightly warm or at room temperature. 
Source: www.racv.com.au/royalauto/lifestyle-home/food-wine/baked-chocolate-mousse-cake-recipe.html 
                           Back to Contents  
 

Ingredients (Serves 8-10)    
     

290g dark couverture chocolate 
290g milk couverture chocolate  
8 eggs 
120g caster sugar  
20g vanilla bean paste 
50ml Kahlua  
190g double cream 
 
 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-25/atagi-covid-vaccine-fourth-dose-recommendation/100935922
http://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/staying-safe
http://www.racv.com.au/royalauto/lifestyle-home/food-wine/baked-chocolate-mousse-cake-recipe.html
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Courses 
 

Well we've ALMOST got all members having shown their vaccination status and most courses are back to 
face-to-face. There's been a bit of movement with restrictions easing, but some classes have been 
relocated due to limitations at Fairfield (we are keeping it to 9 class members plus the tutor). 
 
 

Term 2 Classes  
 

Tai Chi 
There are some vacancies in our two Tai Chi classes and you are welcome to enrol for term 2. If you would 
like to observe before enrolling, come along at 2pm or 3pm on Monday 4 April.  
Mondays: 2-3pm Some Experience; 3-4pm Beginners Level.  
Northcote Senior Citizens Centre hall, 18A Bent St, Northcote.     Lily Liang, Tai Chi tutor 
 

Canasta  

If you'd like to join a group of Canasta lovers, this course will start up again next term at a new time  
Tuesday afternoons at Fairfield Station rooms. Enrol in the course now, online or contact our office.  
 

  
 

Let's Read Aloud  
Reading aloud in a small group activity with Ann Ritchie, beginning with... The Iliad! This course has just 
begun but a new venue has become available in Clifton Hill, so there is space for more people in the group 
(going from 6 to 10). If this appeals to you, enrol online now or contact our office.   
 

Something new? 

If you have any ideas for a new course (either that you will convene or run OR that you would just love to 

attend!) please contact me at mink.schapper@gmail.com  

Mink Schapper, Course Coordinator 
 

Free forum – Legal Matters for Older Fellas 
 
 

Planning ahead needn’t be overwhelming. OM:NI men’s discussion groups and Seniors Rights Victoria are 
presenting a free forum that will give older men easy-to-understand information on this important topic.  
 Wayne Henwood, an ex-Swans AFL Footballer, current AFL Tribunal Member and practising barrister, 

will open the event with a talk on the importance of planning ahead – and a touch of humour. 
 Tabitha O’Shea, one of SRV’s experienced community lawyers, will talk about planning ahead, including 

Enduring Powers of Attorney and medical decision-making appointments, and will answer questions. 
 SRV Education Coordinator, Gary Ferguson, will discuss Advanced Care Directives. 
 

10am Wednesday 6 April in the Chandelier Room, Hawthorn Town Hall 
Registration essential: phone 9655 2129 (Monday – Wednesday)  
or online: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/legal-matters-for-older-fellas-morning-tea-tickets-281091461127 
 

Melbourne Polytechnic Seeks Volunteer Tutors  
 

The Adult Migrant English Program is experiencing increased demand due to recent arrivals in the north-
east suburbs. Melbourne AMEP Volunteer Tutor Scheme is asking our members to consider joining their 
team, to offer refugees and new migrants an opportunity to practice English language skills and to provide 
support as they settle into their new life in Australia. No experience needed: AMEP provides FREE training 
and ongoing support. You will need 1-2 hours commitment per week and all tutoring is currently done 
online or in a public place. To register go to www.melbourneamep/volunteer/  
To find out more call 92691514 or email amepvts@melbournepolytechnic.edu.au 

    Back to Contents 
 

mailto:mink.schapper@gmail.com
https://cotavictoria.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tyndkyk-uyuhalykh-tr/
https://cotavictoria.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tyndkyk-uyuhalykh-ty/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/legal-matters-for-older-fellas-morning-tea-tickets-281091461127
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/legal-matters-for-older-fellas-morning-tea-tickets-281091461127
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.melbourneamep%2Fvolunteer%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmalcolmhill%40melbournepolytechnic.edu.au%7C6270caa1586e4c766f6008d9e5d4c0af%7C57cae833722040088adbe6904b0543f0%7C0%7C0%7C637793524195919819%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=787I37q10ow1IRimKgeT%2Bm4nTibrvXUpI%2BPootFwd0c%3D&reserved=0
mailto:amepvts@melbournepolytechnic.edu.au
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Reports 
 

Grandview Forum - Renewable Energy Resource Developments in Victoria 
 

Around 20 members lunched and/or attended a well presented talk by Deepa Sharma from the 

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. She outlined the current situationone third of 

electricity in Victoria already generated from renewables the range of renewable energy resources 
operating in Victoria, and those in development or planned.  A brisk Q&A session followed.  
Our thanks to Ann Ritchie for organising this topical session. 
 

  
                       During the presentation.                   Some lingered afterwards. Photos: Kevin Ritchie  
 

First Wednesday Book Group 
 

Our group is making the most of being able to meet in person again, and in March, we took this to the next 

level  the author of that month's book came along too! 
 

We read and enjoyed All That I Remember About Dean Cola by local writer Tania Chandler. It's a complex, 
absorbing novel about a woman's search to make sense of her life. The story has many layers and touches 
on serious issues: the reliability (or otherwise) of memory, the short and long term impact of trauma, and, 
as the author says, the notion that "we are more than the sum of our parts".  
 

The novel is Tania's third, released between lockdowns in July last year. A contemporary story that 

contains some challenging stuff  great material for discussion. She joined sixteen of us (with one via 
Zoom) on a sunny backyard deck to talk with the group about why and how she wrote the book. The 
comments and questions flowed as Tania shared her deep personal experience of writing and bringing the 
book to publication. Afterwards, we enjoyed lunch and further informal discussion.                 Ken Thornton 

 

 
 

Book Group session: Tania in black (left of centre) then clockwise from her are Jan, Mackie, Rita, Melinda, Dawn, Kevin, Pat,  
Jan, June, Dianne, Ken, Robyn, Alison, Peter with John via Zoom (represented by the webcam).   

 

Open Short Story Competition 
If you would like a wider audience, consider entering the Furphy Story Literary Awards. This year’s theme 
is ‘Australian Life in all its diversity’, in a story of not more than 5,000 words. Prizes include: money  
(1st Prize – $15,000, 2nd Prize – $3,000, 3rd Prize – $2,000), a LaTrobe University Shepparton Residency 
and publication of selected works in the Furphy Story annual publication. Closing date: 30 April 2022 
Full details: https://www.furphystory.com.au/furphy-literary-award/open-short-story-competition/ 

    Back to Contents 

   

Do you have a story to tell? Would you like to write about a U3A Darebin activity, share some prose, a 

 picture or photograph? Consider contributing to our newsletter and inspire other members. Email your  

 text/images to our office by 1 June for the next issue (take to office for scanning if it’s typed/handwritten). 

https://www.furphystory.com.au/furphy-literary-award/open-short-story-competition/
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Needlecraft and Yarn Donations 
 

Our knitters and crocheters regularly make and donate scarves, hats, baby clothes and rugs to charities. 
They recently received acknowledgement of their work, from the CEO of Knit One Give One, Vicki Davis. 

 
     

                                    

  
 

Poetry Group 
 

I have had the privilege of taking this class for some 12 years. During this time we have attracted good 
people with a love of poetry. Indeed we have witnessed several members go on to have their own 
anthologies published (most recently Jill Toulantis, who was a long-standing member of our Group). Many 
current members share their work with us on a regular basis.  
 

Our class title, ‘Poetry through the Ages’, is a slight misnomer....we tend to concentrate on robust poets 
who resonate strongly with us, rather than pursuing a strict chronological order (this is not to say we have 
not covered recognized poets of yesteryear). In class we read designated poems three times and find this 
works well, as (most) poems are meant to be heard, not passively ingested by eye.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Members of the Poetry Group at a ‘therapy session’. 
 
 

                                                                Back to Contents                                                                                                         
 

 “Thank you very much for the lovely rug and jackets you 
donated to KOGO. We know the people who receive them 
will be absolutely thrilled. It gives them an emotional 
boost to know that someone in the community takes the 
time and trouble to create such special items.  
  

Our finished garments are distributed through over 300 
Community Partner Organisations. These agencies deal 
with a myriad of people undergoing hardship such as 
those who are homeless, refugees, children who are at 
risk, remote indigenous communities, women in refuges 
and families who are struggling to make ends meet.”   
 

As our group continues to make items for the coming 
winter, they would be grateful for donations of unwanted 
yarn. Acrylic yarn is most sort after (as easy to wash); 
small balls of various colours are also welcome. 
 

During term times, yarn donations may be brought to the 
Fairfield office 10 am-12 noon Monday or Thursday, or to 
the Fairfield classroom 12.45-2.45pm on Wednesday. 
 

  Some of the items recently donated. Photos Jean Garita 

Long-standing members of the class have 
coined the term ‘our Therapy Session’, as 
we are a tightly knit group where 
members feel comfortable to respond by 
stating personal experiences that the 
poem under study triggers in them. We 
do not feel the need to clinically dissect 
poems by deeply analysing poetic 
devices (these are treated arbitrarily as 
they emerge) and are not a major focus. 
Class members often bring in their 
favourite poems and this is always 
welcomed and appreciated. Suffice to 
say we see ourselves (in the widest sense 
of the term) as spiritual beings having a 
human experience.          Noel Butterfield 
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Drawing and Painting Indoors             
    
 

The following are examples of pictures by members in the two ‘indoor’ groups, who draw and/or paint 

from still life, photographs or other image sources (some based on Outdoor Sketching). 
 

          
             Beth Leighton, After Cezanne                    Sandra Hill                                  Michael Hardiker 
 

 

 
 
 

In My Garden 
 

 
 

 
                    Back to Contents 

       

All the rain in January was wonderful, freshening up my garden, and my crimson 
Dianthus were flowering beautifully despite the heat. My son had given me a 
packet of red heritage variety corn, which I planted in the vegetable patch, and it 
had grown taller than the fence. I had also planted some heritage tomatoes, and 
got plenty of flowers though still no tomatoes then… But the climbing beans 
grew up one of the trees, and by the time I get to them, they’ve generally dried 
out. Still, it means that I’ll have plenty of seeds for next year. 
 

By mid-March, my corn was over two metres high, and I can’t wait to start 
picking it. In the photo, the tassels on top of the stalks are the male flowers, 
while the (female) corn cobs are about a third of the way down. I’ll pick and 
freeze some of the corn, and use it to make chicken soup come winter. 
Unfortunately, you only get one cob per plant.  
My dianthus, which I planted using a seed packet from Woolworths about a year 
ago, are still flowering after all that time. Wonderful.    

                                                                                         Peter Byrne 
 

Tuesday’s Draw then Paint group went 

a step further, and produced a 2022 

calendar illustrated with pictures they 

had worked on during the lockdowns.  
 

Courtesy of the group, and office 

volunteers, you may contact our office 

to request that a copy of this calendar 

be sent via email. 
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Our Stories 
  
 

Northcote Snippets – a series of historical glimpses into Northcote’s past 
                                                                                     

William Smith & Sons – Smallgoods (1879-1996)  

Today, the flat land at 84-96 Bastings St is a boarded-up site covered with graffiti awaiting development.  
 

 Source: Google Earth 
 
 

 
Site plan. Source: Realestesoruce.com.au 10 Sept 2021 

(Pre 1900, it was not uncommon for the company to wash animal waste away down cavities in the ground, 
as there had been a former quarry on the site. At the time, checks were made at Merri Creek, downhill of 
the site, but surprisingly no offensive material was found in it, or in local groundwater wells. Where did it 
all go?  Rumors were of an underground stream…) 
 

By 1900 one of the owners had died, and the business closed. Much of the original 16 acres would have 
been sold by then. William Smith, one of the original owners, re-established a business there a few years 
later, and by 1910 had changed William Smith & Sons into a small goods manufacturer. William Smith was 
considered an expert on all things relating to pigs and often gave talks on the small goods business. The 
business, listed at ‘Merribank’, was very successful and traded until 1960. A 1910 MMBW plans shows the 
business bounded by Derby, Bastings, Oxford and Clarke Streets, a smaller allotment than the original 16 
acres. (The old Westgarth red brick school was built on Clarke St in 1924 and children played on the empty 
backlot - Smith’s Paddock – likely the old pig pens! Today Prep- Grade 2 are located on that Brooke St site.)  
 

 Courtesy Darebin Heritage       Back to Contents 
 

This land was once the site of a significant small goods 
manufacturer, begun in 1879 at the corner of High & 
Mitchell Streets. In 1884 the growing business needed 
more space and 16 acres were selected nearby, with 
enough space for an abattoir and pig holdings pens. 
 

King, Smith & Kenihan Bacon Curers’ site was bounded  by 
Clarke St and extended northwards. At that time they were 
slaughtering some 70 pigs a week, a very dirty and smelly 
business. In 1888, the business successfully exhibited at 
the Melbourne Centenary Exhibition, as did the Watson & 
Patterson’s Bacon Factory located on Preston corner). 
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                    Grand View today. Photo: P Mitchel 
 

By 1915 Smith had died; his widow continued to live there for some time.   
 

Bacon curing was seen as part of the progressive industrialisation of Northcote, as were other businesses. 
Many newspaper articles trumpeted its success. In 1914, The Leader ran a feature ‘Indeed, they are 
probably the largest manufacturers of smallgoods in Australia … Today their present factory, equipped as it 
is with the most approved up-to-date Plant and Machinery, capable of turning out 10 tons of smallgoods 
daily …’  For Northcote’s Jubilee in 1933 there was another feature celebrating ‘Fifty-three years of 
Progress .. extensive factory.’   

   
Courtesy Darebin Heritage      Smith & Sons - Bacon Curers. The Leader, March 1910 
 

A series of owners continued the meat business on Bastings St, with Liberty Meats being one of the last 

operating on the site  though it had long been surrounded by houses.  
 

The property was finally shuttered in 2006 and only a few buildings remain on the reduced site.  
In 2021 a property developer purchased the now 6,131 square metres site for twenty million dollars and a 
townhouse development is planned. Soon the site will be levelled and new houses built. Children will play 
blissfully unaware of the past underfoot, as do the ones at Westgarth Primary.  
 

Meanwhile, Grand View continues to sit proudly on Northcote Hill, looking down on the historic site.  

P. Michell, 2022 

  Leader, 1916 masthead  
 
 

Check Your Insurance 
Darebin is a great place to live, but now and then we too face storms, floods and fires that can damage our 
homes. Are you financially ready if your home was damaged? The Victorian Government InsureIt website 
and guide can step you through what to do to ensure you’re protected, www.insureit.vic.gov.au/ 

     Back to Contents 
 

Smith loomed large in Northcote. A Scotsman, he had worked 

for ten years at Watson and Patterson, learning the trade before 

setting up a rival company. He was a councillor for thirty years 

and served as mayor. In 1892, Smith built the aptly named 

‘Grand View’ at the corner of Prospect Gove and Mitchell St.  

A large Victorian dwelling with two facades [a private entrance 

in Prospect Grove and what may have been the business 

entrance in Mitchell Street]. The eastern Prospect entrance 

would have surveyed the original large King, Smith & Kenihan 

allotment (hopefully the noxious smells didn’t reach up the hill!). 

http://www.insureit.vic.gov.au/
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Do you have a receipt?  Another (maybe) tall tale 
Charlie was one of those guys who kind of start out bad and never seem to break the bad habit.  You know, 
the kid who is always in trouble, who drifts into petty crime and never gets out again. Petty theft, house 
breaking, a spell in prison, a record. A bit of a loser. 
 

Charlie had a job at a large hardware franchise, low paying, no responsibility, boring. As a result Charlie 
wasn’t too interested in the job, he took a lot of time off and eventually was fired. He felt unfairly done by, 

and he held a grudge. He vowed he would get back at the companyyou know, the ex-employee with 
the empty threat… 
 

One day Charley had an idea, it seemed fairly simple. He went into one of the hardware stores, took 
something off the shelf, then went up to the returns desk and asked for a refund.  
“Do you have a receipt?” asked the assistant. 
“Oh, eh, no” said Charlie, “I think it’s at home.” 
“Well,” said the assistant, ``if you would like to bring the receipt back we can give you a refund, but the 
policy is: no receipt no refund.” 
Charlie walked around the store and eventually put the item back on the shelf, and went home, very 
unhappy. Determined to get his revenge, he thought this “return” scam had possibilities, so he wondered 
how he could make it work. Eventually he worked it out. It was simple, easy, and it seemed foolproof. So 
he decided to try it. 
 

Charlie went into a branch of the store, but not the one where he had worked, he went into an aisle, and 
picked up a spanner. He took it to the check-out, paid for it and left. The next day he went back to the 
store, went down the same aisle, picked up an identical spanner as the day before, but instead of going to 
the check-out he took it to the return’s counter.  
He said to the person there, “I would like to return this spanner “.  
The assistant asked “Do you have a receipt sir?”  
 Charlie said “I do,” and produced the receipt from the day before.  
The assistant checked the receipt and sure enough it was a receipt for a spanner purchased the day before. 
So he gave Charlie a cash refund. As Charlie walked out he was having trouble keeping the grin off his face. 
 

This was a great scam, simple and seemingly foolproof. He then worked out a plan. He would visit three 
different branches each week, one in the morning, one in the afternoon, and one in the evening. He would 
visit three different stores the following week, and the three final stores the week after. It would mean a 
bit of travelling, but this way he would only visit any one store once every nine weeks and at a different 
time of the day. This way he would not be noticeable. His returns would be nicely spaced out. He would 
remain anonymous. The other part of the plan was to keep his purchases reasonably priced, nothing too 
expensive. Keep it all low key. 
 

The plan was put into place and worked beautifully. Naturally Charlie was nervous at first, but as time went 
on and everything went well, he relaxed, and went about his business.  He loved it when an assistant asked 
“Do you have a receipt?”  
Do I have a receipt? he would say to himself.  Do I have a receipt? That was the key to this scam, receipts. 
If an assistant asked, “Did he want to exchange the goods for a different model?, he would say, “Actually 
my wife bought me one of these without telling me, so I don’t need this“. So he had an excuse for not 
getting an exchange and kept getting cash. 
 

He always made sure not to draw attention to himself, behaved normally and wore nondescript clothes on 
each visit. He covered all the angles. The bonus in this plan was that in addition to getting refund money, 
he also kept the goods he had purchased.  Soon his garage was half full of all sorts of stolen goods.  Charlie 
being a bit of a crock knew plenty of dodgy people, so was able to sell the goods on.  
So he was getting the refund money. He was selling the stolen goods. And he was collecting the 
dole. Charlie was coasting and life was pretty sweet.  
 

One day when Charlie went off to see his fence, he loaded quite a lot of stuff in the boot of the car and set 
off. He hadn’t travelled far when he suddenly heard the woop, woop of a police car siren.     (Back to Contents)  
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Looking in the rear view mirror, he saw a police car right behind him. It pulled in front of him indicating 
that he should pull over. Stay calm, he told himself, just stay calm.  It’s probably nothing, be polite and stay 
calm. The policeman got out of his car and walked back to Charlie’s car. Charlie wound down his window.  
The policeman said, “Turn off your engine, please, sir.  Did you see that stop sign, back there, sir?”  
“Yes” said Charlie. 
“Then why did you not stop?” 
“ I did stop. “ 
“No sir, you did not come to a complete stop, you did slow down but did not come to a COMPLETE stop.“ 
“I thought I did.“ 
“No, sir, you did not.” 
“Do you have your license please sir?“ 
Charlie got his license from his wallet and handed it over. The policeman went back to his car and got on 
the radio, turning back from time to time to look at Charlie. It seemed to be taking quite some time and 
Charlie could feel a tightening in the pit of his stomach. 
The policeman came back and said, “Would you step out of the car, please?”  
Charlie didn’t want to argue or annoy the policeman so he decided to quietly do as he was requested.  
The policeman said, “Can I ask where you are going?“ 
“Nowhere,” said Charlie. 
“So you are driving around but not going anywhere, is that right?” 
“Eh, yes, I mean, no, eh, I was just driving”. 
The policeman said “Would you open the boot, please?” 
“What?’ said Charlie, his voice rising, “Why should I open the boot? I haven’t done anything.” 
“Open the boot, please sir”.  
Charlie was sweating now. “Why do you want me to open the boot? I don’t have to. Have you got a search 
warrant?” The words were coming quicker now. “This is ridiculous, bloody police state!” 
“I don’t need a warrant sir, I just need reasonable suspicion. OPEN THE BOOT!” 
Charlie thought of running off.  But decided that that would be futile, ridiculous, but panic and desperation 
had set in. He opened the boot. The policeman looked at all the new stuff in the boot.  

 

  
 

“Good“, said the policeman, “in that case you will have receipts.” 
!!!                       Campbell Pearson 
 
 

COTA Needs You 
COTA’s mission is to advance the rights, interests and futures of Australians as we age. To rewrite what 
modern ageing is and can be, to stand up for the needs of older people who are disadvantaged, and to 
speak out against ageism and age discrimination. Our members are essential to this work.  
 

Membership can make a big difference to the lives of ageing Australians. Read how, at:  
www.cotavic.org.au/get-involved/become-a-member/ 
COTA influences and advocates across many forums, committees, advisory groups and research bodies, 
both government and non-government. We’re seeking 2 members to join our Policy Development 
Committee. If you’re interested, visit www.cotavic.org.au/policy/policy-development-committee-pdc/   
 

  Back to Contents 

“Well, well, is all this stuff yours sir?”  
“Yes. it is”, said Charlie.  
“Where were you going with it?” 
“I wasn’t going anywhere.” 
“Where did you get this stuff?” asked the policeman.  
“I bought it.” 
“Oh, you bought it did you?”. “That’s a lot of nice new 
goods, and you bought it all. So it’s all legal, is it sir?” 
“Yes, yes,” said Charlie, swallowing hard. “It all mine. I 
bought it fair and square. “ 

http://www.cotavic.org.au/policy/policy-development-committee-pdc/
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Out & About 
 
 

In Darebin 
 

Melbourne International Comedy Festival Neighbourhood Sessions 

 
 

Book at https://darebin.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/19081  
For accessible and wheelchair bookings, please contact: ticketing@darebin.vic.gov.au 

 

Bendigo Steam-Rail at Easter 
 

Feel like travelling the old-fashioned way? Steamrail Victoria has historical steam train shuttles at Bendigo 
and at Echuca, as well as Melbourne to/from Bendigo or Bendigo to Echuca trips, from 15 - 18 April.  
 

 
 

Melbourne - Bendigo by steam train - Friday 15 April and Monday 18 April  
Journey from Melbourne (Southern Cross station) to Bendigo on Friday, and/or returning to Melbourne on 
Monday (connecting with V/Line and Metro Trains services). Take in the sights and sounds as two 
locomotives work hard through the forests as the railway climbs the Great Dividing Range and goes 
through tunnels at Elphinstone and Big Hill. Admire stunning views of central Victoria as the train traverses 
the high viaduct above the town of Taradale. Tickets available one way to or from Bendigo, or return. 
Melbourne to Bendigo and Easter Fair - Monday 18 April A day tour to visit the Bendigo Easter Fair.  
Seniors tickets: Economy $60 one way/$110 return (First Class $125) 
Bendigo Shuttles - Sunday 17 April  
Travel behind a steam locomotive 20km north to the hamlet of Woodvale, then return to Bendigo Station 
at high speed. Seniors: $32.50 (Free return to Bendigo by Vline train if you use a Seniors Travel voucher.) 
Bendigo to Echuca Day Trip - Saturday 16 April  
A return journey towards the Murray River from Bendigo. After a 1.5 hours trip, explore and lunch in the 
historic river port town; Seniors $75. Add a 1 hour river cruise voyage aboard one of the famous Murray 
River paddle steamers, PS Canberra, $65 (includes a packaged lunch and complimentary tea and coffee).  
Echuca Shuttles - Saturday 16 April Take a 55 minute ride from Echuca Railway Station, 21km south along 
the Campaspe Plains towards Rochester then return. Seniors: $32.50 
 

More details: www.steamrail.com.au/tours ph. 9397 1953 M-F 9am-3pm or email info@steamrail.com.au 
NB. Face masks required and all passengers must show proof of Vaccination Status.                      Back to Contents    

You won’t have to go far this year to see some of the best 
the Festival has to offer, as the festival is coming to Preston! 
With favourites and new talent to keep you laughing, 
featuring Carl Donnelly (MC), Luke Heggie, Michelle Brasier, 
Dane Simpson & He Huang (China). 
 

3 April 5pm-7.30pm 
Darebin Arts Centre 401 Bell St, Preston 
$35 Full, $28 Conc., $30 Darebin Resident, $20 Group 4+   

https://darebin.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/19081
mailto:ticketing@darebin.vic.gov.au
http://www.steamrail.com.au/tours
tel:03%209397%201953
mailto:info@steamrail.com.au?subject=Bendigo%20Steam%20Weekend
https://arts.darebin.vic.gov.au/Whats-on/Event-calendar/Carl-Donnelly
https://arts.darebin.vic.gov.au/Whats-on/Event-calendar/Luke-Heggie
https://arts.darebin.vic.gov.au/Whats-on/Event-calendar/Michelle-Brasier
https://arts.darebin.vic.gov.au/Whats-on/Event-calendar/Dane-Simpson
https://arts.darebin.vic.gov.au/Whats-on/Event-calendar/He-Huang
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Have your say  
 

Darebin Council is inviting residents to have their say on how they manage and maintain Council’s assets 
over the next 10 years. These include everything from community centres, sports fields, libraries and art 
centres, to footpaths and drains. Your input will go towards developing the new Asset Plan 2023-2033 to 
help ensure that these needs are met. 

 
 

                                          Back to Contents 

 
 
 

About U3A Darebin 

 

 

The University of the Third Age (U3A) is a community-based provider of learning opportunities, educational 

activities and social interaction for people who are over 50 and not in full-time paid employment.  
 

U3A Darebin is run by volunteers to provide opportunities for members to keep mentally and physically 
active and involved in our local communities. For more information, visit: www.u3adarebin.com.au 
 

 

U3A Darebin acknowledges the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of the land on which 

our organisation operates, and pays respect to the Elders of the Kulin Nation, past and present. 
 

U3A Darebin is supported by: U3A Network Victoria ACFE CAPACITY BUILDING PROJECT, City of Darebin, 

and Bendigo Bank Community Bank Clifton Hill-North Fitzroy. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

U3A Darebin Special General Meeting 2pm Monday 11 April 2022, Northcote Senior Citizens’ Hall - Proxy  
 

If you are unable to attend this meeting, please complete the following and return it to U3A office by  

Friday 8 April 2022. You may also copy, complete and return it by email to info@u3adarebin.com.au  
 

I, …………………………………………………………………..…. a member of U3A Darebin Inc., vote for the proposed 

changes to Constitution of U3A Darebin Inc. as follows: 

8. Application for membership 

(1) A person becomes a member of U3A Darebin 

(a) by applying on-line, in person, by mail or by phone  

(b) by agreeing to abide by its Rules and Policies           and 

(c)  by paying the applicable annual membership fee, unless an Honorary member. 

FOR                                   AGAINST             (Indicate your vote) 

2) Prior to membership renewal each year, the committee will determine the fees for the following 

year. Members will be notified of this amount at least 2 weeks before membership renewals open. 

                             FOR                                   AGAINST  (Indicate your vote) 

64. Management of funds  

(4) All account payments must be authorised by two appointed signatories. 

                             FOR                                   AGAINST  (Indicate your vote) 

Thank you to Ged Kearney MP, Federal Member for Cooper, for assistance with the printing of this publication. 
If you require assistance with any Federal Government issues, such as Medicare, Centrelink, taxation, 

citizenship, the environment, communication and other national or international affairs, please  

contact Ged Kearney’s office on 9416 8690. 

 

Find out more at https://yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/assetplan 
and complete the online survey by Sunday 24 April, at 
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6786201/assetplan  
or attend one of the two face-to-face sessions:  
Wednesday 13 April 5.30pm-7.30pm at Northcote Senior 
Citizens Centre, 18A Bent St Northcote 
Thursday 14 April 10am-12noon at East Reservoir Senior 
Citizens Centre, 7A Strathmerton St, Reservoir 
 
 

http://www.u3adarebin.com.au/
mailto:info@u3adarebin.com.au
https://yoursay.darebin.vic.gov.au/assetplan
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6786201/assetplan

