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CALENDAR DATES  
 
 

2021 Tutors lunch 21 January TBC 
2021 Enrolments now open online 

 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 1 Begins Monday 1 February 
 

  

 
 
 

Our office closes 11 December 2020 
and will reopen 18 January 2021. 

From the Committee  
 

A Message from the Incoming President 

Hi all, 
Isn’t it interesting how our language is changing? Once I would 
have started a message like this by saying “Dear Members”, or 
“Dear Fellow U3A’ers.” But not now.  
 

First I’d like to thank our outgoing President, Ann Ritchie. She has 
done a wonderful job in her three years as President, including 
presiding over what must have been one of the hardest years ever 
for U3A Darebin. But we are coming out of this time in a very 

strong position  our financial position is secure, there is a capable 
committee able to meet any demands, and Courses and tutors are 
timetabled for next year. Ann has done well to get us here. She will 
remain on the committee, where her skill in obtaining grants and 
organising will be a valuable asset us. 
 

The biggest challenge our organization faces is still the COVID 
pandemic, but there are signs that progress is being made and with 
luck it won’t be too long before our activities are back to normal. 
Many of our groups adapted quickly to meeting via Zoom this year, 
and in fact some groups want to continue with Zoom even after 
venues reopen. Others found the technology daunting, and we 
must continue to take them into account as well. 
 

There are only small changes to the committee (welcome Judy), so 
you generally will see the same familiar faces. We will be doing 
everything we can to get all activities up and running successfully 
next year, in a COVID safe manner.  
                                                  See you all soon, Peter Byrne 6/12/20. 
                                                                                     

U3A Darebin Committee 2021  
Executive: Peter Byrne (President), Dawn Lowery (Vice President). 
Jan Gross (Secretary), Estera McKenzie (Treasurer).  
General members: Annette Davis, Kevin Losper, Judy MacWilliams, 
Janet Marlow, Leah Ong and Ann Richie. 

            

Victorian Government Restrictions - 7 December update 
 

There is a requirement to carry a mask at all times. 

From 11:59pm 6 December, masks will only be required in a limited number of places: on public transport, 

in rideshare vehicles and taxis, in some retail settings including indoor shopping centres, supermarkets, 

department stores and indoor markets. 
 

Under COVIDSafe Summer restrictions, masks will no longer be mandated in most circumstances but 

continue to be recommended indoors or outdoors when distancing can’t be maintained. This includes 

when you have visitors at home or when you visit others in their homes and can’t remain 1.5m apart. 
 

A fitted face mask that covers the nose & mouth with three layers is recommended, providing the best 
protection for you and others. www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restriction-levels-covid-19  
 
 

       U3A Darebin Inc.  www.u3adarebin.com.au 
       PO Box 44, Fairfield. Vic. 3078 

      Email: info@u3adarebin.com.au 
      Phone and leave a message: 0492 817 478 (new) 
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Courses 
 

We are all very grateful to the tutors (and those people who assisted them with the technology) for 
stepping into what has been a new world for many this year. The use of Zoom and other communication 
methods enabled many of our members to continue to enjoy their classes, though the workload for tutors 
often increased. Thank you to everyone involved. 
 

Planning for 2021 has been complicated, with the committee deciding to proceed as if things will return to 
normal, whilst being prepared to adapt to the situation as we go. We are meeting with Darebin Council this 
week about venues and in the New Year we should have a better idea of what restrictions will still affect 
our activities. Some classes may continue on Zoom for a time, others may need to be held in a bigger 
venue to permit ‘social distancing’. As 2021 progresses, arrangements will certainly change. 
 

We have a few new classes and the return of most of our old favourites. Read the list carefully to find your 
‘perfect match’. Why not try something different? 
         Annette Davis (Course Coordinator) 
 

Additional Class 
 

 
 

 

Details of our 2021 classes, timetable and class handbook are available on our website (please note that 
we cannot guarantee that classes will start at the times/places listed). You can still enrol online, using the 
new interface that works on smartphones and tablets as well as PCs. It uses a ‘shopping cart’ to record any 
courses you select, and automatically adds your discounted $30 membership if you haven’t yet re-joined.  
 

Go to Members Login www.u3adarebin.com.au/members/login to begin, then click on ‘Courses’ to select 
classes and/or click on shopping cart symbol then follow prompts. If you require assistance, our office will 
reopen on 18 January; if you email or leave a message (phone 0492 817 478) we will get back to you then.  
 
 

Free online College Courses in Photography 
 

Cornell University's Lab of Ornithology offers a free course in photographing birds, from basic details  
www.allaboutbirds.org/news/5-basics-of-good-bird-photography/ to more specifics, such as 
www.allaboutbirds.org/news/beyond-the-bird-portrait-compose-photographs/ which covering lighting, 
framing the image, composition, camera angle, and focus effects. 
 

        
 

M.I.T. offers more in-depth photography classes as part of its Open CourseWare initiative.  
Introduction to Photography and Related Media covers the fundamentals of analog and digital camera 
operation, film exposure and development, darkroom techniques, digital imaging, and studio lighting. 
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/architecture/4-341-introduction-to-photography-and-related-media-fall-2007/ 
Photography and Truth is more philosophical than instructional; discussing the uses, functions and 
meanings of still photographs; and how they shape and are shaped by politics, economics, and society. 
  

More options: https://askbobrankin.com/try_a_free_online_photography_class.html      
    Back to Contents  

 

The U3A Darebin Chess group is now available for enrolments. New members are 
most welcome – with or without experience. If you have never played before, 
come and learn with a supportive group. Play to improve your game, to keep your 
mind active or just play for the pleasure of its unending variety and beauty.  
Tuesdays from 1.30pm 
East Preston Senior Citizens’ Centre, Donald St, East Preston. 
 

< Birds in Banyule 
Flats Reserve.  

Photos: M. Dormer 

http://www.u3adarebin.com.au/members/login
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/bp/tim1
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/5-basics-of-good-bird-photography/
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/beyond-the-bird-portrait-compose-photographs/
http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/architecture/4-341-introduction-to-photography-and-related-media-fall-2007/
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/architecture/4-341-introduction-to-photography-and-related-media-fall-2007/
http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/anthropology/21a-348-photography-and-truth-spring-2008/
https://askbobrankin.com/try_a_free_online_photography_class.html
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Reports 
 

From the 2020 AGM on Zoom 
 

As you are aware 2020 has been a difficult, but interesting, year. We started off really well with an 
excellent turn up for our Tutors Workshop and First Response presentation. Our first Forum at the 
Grandview hotel saw over 50 members come along to listen to Ged Kearney talk about her role as Shadow 
Minister of Aged care in the Federal Parliament and answer lots of questions from the audience. Our 
Afternoon Tea in March was to have a look at CPR among other things - and was of course the first of our 
many activities to be cancelled for the year. Tutors and members quickly learnt new skills and many of our 
classes were able to continue using ZOOM. Tutors and other volunteers are congratulated on their 
commitment to presenting classes and their many roles in keeping members connected. Thanks also to our 
general members who make this all worthwhile. 
 

We applied for and have been successful in gaining a number of grants during this year. Fitzroy & Clifton 
Hill Community Bank gave us an emergency grant as a contribution to Zoom licences and this was of great 
value to our organisation as we were able to subsidise tutors for their use in longer Zoom sessions.  
We were also successful in gaining some grants to purchase some new equipment including a new 
classroom TV and office printer. Ged Kearney’s office has been of great assistance in printing our 
newsletter each month for distribution to those members who do not have access to email or web copies.  
 

The Committee continued to meet every month through Zoom and were able to respond to changing 
times as necessary - well done in a stressful year. Thanks to: Estera McKenzie who pays our bills; Jan Gross 
responding to correspondence and minuting meetings; Annette Davis in managing to timetable courses 
and book venues; Kevin Losper who ensures our membership system and website is updated and working; 
Dawn Lowery keeping the office functioning and as COVID safe as possible; Peter Byrne reviewing policies, 
rules and risk management; Janet Marlow who produced a newsletter for us every month, with assistance 
from members who sent in articles and pictures and proof-reader Mary Hanrahan, together with Leih Ong 
(and Pam Dedman) who organised to have it sent to off-line members and followed up with phone calls. 
Celia Hiho, who leaves the committee this year, has put together our Class booklet and assisted with the 
Keep Moving 2 program (along with Paul Michell). 
 

So thanks to all. I wish you all a safe and enjoyable Christmas and hope to see many of you around the 
traps in 2021. It would be great if any member who enjoys their connection to U3A Darebin asked a friend 
to join. That would ensure U3A Darebin will be around for many more years. 
                                                                                                                                     Ann Ritchie, President 2018-2020 
 

The year that was 2020 (from our AGM slideshow) 
 

Tutors Workshop in January 
 

  
 

Grandview Forum in February 

  

A great afternoon of socialising and discussion with Ged Kearney, 

Federal Member for Cooper. 

 

                                                                                                Back to Contents 

< Administration 
information, lunch, then 
First Response training. 
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In March 
I remember being told many years ago that there was an old Chinese curse that says ‘may we live in 
interesting times’... our Committee suspended all face to face activities from end of classes on 20 March. 
 

    
 

By April 
A variety of old & new communication methods had been trialled by Exploring Shakespeare,  
office volunteers were phoning those without email, Campbell had recorded music for Singing & Ukulele, 
discussion groups and other classes began Zooming.  

               
                                       Leih phoned                                                         Exploring Shakespeare (6/11/20) 
 

In May and June 

Our book groups, Art Appreciation, Current Affairs, Ukulele, French, Film Appreciation, Enjoying 
Shakespeare and others were on Zoom. Following a relaxation of health regulations, our Walking groups, 
Bicycle group and Outdoor Sketching group began to meet in compliance with social distancing rules. 
 

     
 

In July 
As restrictions were re-imposed, classes returned online for Term 3. 
Ann & Kevin Richie had an ‘Isolation Pole’ in their garden, marking off each day as it passed… 

  

< A dedicated Thursday walking 

group in early March.  

 

French Conversation (11/6/20)  

The Thursday group walked again in early June                    Poetry Through the Ages (20/10/20)            Sketching outdoors 

Campbell recorded music 

The asterisk located beneath the Day 55 mark 
indicates when some restrictions were (briefly) lifted. 
 

                                                                   Back to Contents          
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By August 
Tai Chi classes returned via Zoom, with teacher Lily Liang leading a combined group through Qigong and 
Bejing 24 sequences.  Meanwhile, members shared tips on mask design and how to stop glasses fogging. 
 

  Lily demonstrating >   < Dawn’s samples. 

 
In September and October 
The Lockdown Readers Facebook group enjoyed a Q & A with Heather Rose, author of The Museum of 
Modern Love.  Restrictions eased, and spring leaves framed Ann’s Isolation Pole. Classes continued online. 
 

 Heather on Zoom from Hobart     
 

  
 

29 October: Melbourne’s restrictions relaxed & Ann’s Isolation Pole was removed. 
 

In November 
Some walked, cycled or met for coffee, but many kept Zooming as our Darebin venues remained closed.  
 

       
Until next we meet!  Practise picking & plucking on your ukulele! 

December  
It was great to see so many at our Zoom AGM. Best wishes for the holidays and see you next year! 
                     Back to Contents 

˄ Armchair 
Theatre,  
 
<< Current 
Affairs &  
 
< Cinema 
Studies kept 
Zooming…  
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Our Stories 
  
 

My journey to U3A Darebin  
 
 

I was living in France when I first heard of U3A, between January 1974 when I had arrived in France newly 
married, and the end of 1975, when we set off for Brisbane with a baby in the plane bassinet. 

 
 

 
Andre and me in Switzerland, 1975.  
 

I now know two things that I didn’t then: 1) that the idea of U3A was conceived in France around that time 
and 2) that U3A Darebin would eventually be responsible for renewing my interest in French teaching. I 
had originally done a BA and Dip.Ed with a focus on English and French teaching, but hardly spoke French 
until I lived in Paris for 18 months. Later I turned to science education and to life as a single mother and so 
largely forgot about my French connections.  
 

The French model: University with large-scale lectures 
Formally inaugurated in 1973, the first ever U3A group was set up at the University of Toulouse, to address 
the public health needs of older people. The ‘third age’ referred to the years of retirement (following the 
‘first age’ of childhood dependence and the ‘second age’ of independent work/caring). As universities tend 
to do, Toulouse organised lectures on campus but organised exercise as well. In the following years other 
universities in France took up the idea of providing something similar but each in their own way and 
sometimes with a different name, indicating their intended membership: a University for All Ages, a 
University for those with Free Time, a University for Culture and Leisure, a ‘Université Populaire’ and a 
‘Université Ouverte’ (i.e., open).  
 

What they had in common was that they offered their members (who paid a yearly registration fee) the 
chance to attend free lectures and study trips, company visits (e.g., a goldsmith’s workshop or a visit to a 
distillery) and overseas trips. Typically, the lectures appear to be one-off public lectures (e.g., on one 
website, on training memory, a famous Breton, and a history of trains). In fact, U3A groups had to look for 
larger venues for lectures as membership increased, in one case a cinema to hold their 850 members! 

I’d met André on a cruise liner between Sydney and Acapulco 

and, with his friend and mine, we set off backpacking together 

(mostly) through South American for a year.  
            Group photo of ‘tres trotamundos’ in Acapulco newspaper, 27 /1/1973 > 
 

Then, having exhausted our finances and unable to find work in 

Buenos Aires, André and I left for Europe, working our passage as 

crew on a cargo ship. We first had to get married, then rather 

than later, because of a superstition among sailors that a single 

woman in the crew was bad luck. So at the Australian Embassy in 

Aires we said “Si” (with, by chance, a school friend from Ballarat 

as our witness). On board the boat, I was a kitchen hand for the 

cook and André was a deckhand. The boat was destined for 

Rotterdam, and a train took us the rest of the way to Paris. 

 
When I first arrived in Paris, we lived in a cemetery, the Père Lachaise 

cemetery. Before you imagine us dossing down with our backpacks 

next to the tomb of Edith Piaf or Chopin, you need to know that 

André’s uncle Jean was the conservator for the cemetery and he lived 

in a two-storey stone house near the main entrance.  

Tonton Jean had a sister, Marthe, whom I learnt belonged to 

something called the Université du Troisième Age (U3A). This piqued 

my interest. I vaguely remember hearing something about a trip she 

went on with U3A, but I never met her. She lived in Paris and so was 

probably one of the first of a group associated with U3A in Paris. 
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What strikes me about this model is that older people are assumed to be largely dependent learners in 
need of teaching by experts from universities and in need of having activities provided for them. This 
model allows things to be done efficiently on a large scale, and it provides social contact via group trips, 
but it obviously differs from our more egalitarian U3A. So where did our model of U3A come from? 
 

U3A and Cambridge: the English model is developed 
In 1983, Cambridge (UK) set up its own U3A group after Dr Nicholas Conti went on a study tour to France 
and discussed what he found with Dr Peter Laslett. After calling a public meeting, they evolved ‘the English 
model’. Importantly this would be run by the people. As their steering committee in 1982 put it, they 
aimed ‘to provide opportunities for retired people to learn and teach both academic and non-academic 
subjects in a spirit of self-help or mutual aid on a non-profit making and non-competitive basis’. As is noted 
in our U3A 25th Anniversary book (tellingly entitled Learning and Sharing, 2016), the term ‘university’ in 
this model recalls the medieval universities where scholars exchanged knowledge. Since then, the concept 
of U3A has been taken up world-wide, with the English model generally being adopted in Commonwealth 
countries and the French model in Europe. 
 

U3A in Australia 
According to Network NSW U3A (2020) “The U3A movement in Australia per head of population, has the 
greatest number of U3A groups in the world. . . There are well over 200 U3A groups nation-wide and 
national membership is heading towards 100,000”. Melbourne U3A is the oldest, having been founded in 
1984 (cf. Cambridge, 1983).  
 

U3A Darebin, as we know, was founded in 1991 (see The First Ten Years – U3A Darebin). It offers indoor, 
outdoor and physically mobile classes and activities, covering art, craft, exercise, film, games, history, 
languages, and literature. Its website has a wide range of online resources including a unique set of guides 
for walks, rides and ‘history rambles’. Some classes and activities had to be temporarily suspended during 
the COVID-19 Shutdown but others were transformed into online classes using the video conferencing 
service Zoom or conducted sparsely outdoors. 
 

Taking this one step further, an unusual U3A group in Australia is U3A Online. As a world-first virtual U3A  
it delivers learning via the Internet. It was created for people who are isolated, either geographically or by 
circumstances. The courses are delivered by ‘leaders’ or as individual study, both with possible Discussion 
Forums. It could be said to be hybrid historically, being set up by volunteers, but also accessing funding 
from the government and other bodies, and support from universities. Now, however it is an ‘individual, 
independent and autonomous U3A’, offering a range of courses written or adapted for online learning. 
 

Further evolution of U3A 
Meanwhile what is now called the European model has both university-managed and university-affiliated 
U3As and occasionally hybrid U3As. Added to those following the British model, there are now U3As in 
Europe/Russia, North and South America, in Africa and in Asia/Pacific. Whatever the model, they vary in 
their emphasis on exercise, arts, leisure activities and academic learning. There are advantages in both 
base models and each U3A is unique. 
 

For myself, after travelling the world and experiencing many models of education, both overseas and here 
in Australia, I prefer the English model of U3A, supplemented by online resources. When I retired, I looked 
for a local U3A group and found it in Darebin U3A. I am grateful for the learning, teaching and social 
experiences I have found here and the friends I have made. I have particularly appreciated the friendly 
atmosphere where everyone participates “in a spirit of self-help and mutual aid”. 
 

   Mary Hanrahan 

     Back to Contents 
         

https://nsw.u3anet.org.au/home-2-3-4/the-u3a-movement/
http://u3adarebin.com.au/assets/Misc%20Docs/The%20first%20ten%20years%20ver%202.pdf
https://www.u3aonline.org.au/
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Northcote Snippets – a series of historical glimpses into Northcote’s past 
 

Part 3 - Home Life during the War Vs COVID Lockdown 
The third and concluding part of Darebin under Wartime Restrictions and segue to life under COVID19.  
 

Unlike the years of World War Two, during this pandemic there have been no blackout curtains, no sending 

off of men wondering if they’ll return. Then, the postman was often seen as a dark and foreboding menace 

– liable to bring the worst news (rather than goods purchased online).  No need this time for women to 

take over men’s jobs (indeed, it could be argued COVID lessened some women’s rights).   
 

Many things changed temporarily during that war, much more than life whilst under COVID restrictions. 

We didn’t have to suffer the issuing of ration stamps for food and fuel to prevent shortages. Further… we 

did not require ration stamps for toilet paper! Rationing during war time was very difficult. One had to 

have the money as well as the required number of stamps. (Those who could converted their cars to 

‘producer gas’ using wood gasification units installed at the back of the vehicle. Petrol rationing did not 

end till the early 1950s, well past war’s end.)  
 

    
 

Oral histories gathered during the early 1980s have been insightful into memories of WWII. Past, Present 
and Future, a collection of women’s recollections published by Span Community House (Thornbury) has 
provided the quotes below.  
 

People dug half-hearted air raid shelters in backyards or in public spaces.  Unfortunately, many shelters did 
not survive after severe rain storms!  Recycled material became the norm. People would hoard all sorts of 
things including bits of string.  Specially selected War Savings Streets encouraged people to pledge monies.  
 
 

 
 

Vi Boone recollects “During the war I worked in a factory manufacturing servicemen’s uniforms.  Because of 

the type of work we were called ‘Soldiers in Overalls’.  [Sometimes] we worked two nights a week until 9pm 

without pay, making mattress covers for servicemen.” 
 

Australians have been ever generous and especially so during the war. Joan Strannus remembers  

“Many people had folk overseas to whom they sent food parcels – sewing these packs in calico or hessian 

materials.  Fruit cakes were sent in special tins – hoping they would be edible on arrival.” 
 

        Back to Contents 

Blackout at night was enforced 

by deputy wardens. “There were 

hardly any lights. Had to have 

curtains on your windows and 

were told off if it was open, 

letting light out.”  

 

 

 
< Notice in The Leader newspaper,  

July 1941 
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Lexie Luly remembered Vera Lugton, a warden using her phone (needing to contact Preston Town Hall 

Command) as it was only one in the street at that time in Reservoir. As with COVID-19 travel restrictions, 

some international visiting artists became stuck in Australia during the war. The Vienna Boys Choir was 

touring Melbourne and could not return to Europe; Lexie remembers them singing at St Patrick’s cathedral.   
 

 

Potential terror from the sky was an ongoing worry. In 1941 The Leader newspaper advertised ‘Air Raid 

Precaution (ARP) Services – Men over 35 Urgently Required’ as well as ‘First Aid Classes for Men and 

Women’.  Various campaigns were popular at the time:  Old Linen Wanted (for emergency surgical 

dressings), Grow Onions for England, Austerity Cutting Green Wood, Golfers Supporting the War.  

Local businesses joined in as well. 

        
 

 

 

American servicemen were stationed in Melbourne at ‘animal farm’ – Camp Pell – near Melbourne Zoo.  

Many brawls between our lads and the GI’s took place, of course. Some Americans described Melbourne 

as ‘half as big as the New York cemetery and twice as dead!’.   
 

Provenance:  

Past, Present and Future, a collection of women’s recollections published by Span Community House 

(Thornbury); The Leader Newspaper July 1941 

Photos courtesy www.ozatwar.com/civilian/fuelrationing.htm  

 Producer Gas http://consuleng.com.au/Producer%20Gas%20&%20the%20Aussie%20Motorist%201939-45.pdf  

P. Michell, 2020   

 

Recipe: Grown-Up Raspberry Muesli for a Festive Season breakfast 
 

 
 

Put a little of the oats to one side for decoration, and stir the rest into the yogurt mixture.  
 

Layer the oat mixture and the raspberries in four glasses; decorate the top with a couple of raspberries and 

a sprinkle of the oats. For seasonal colour, add mint leaves to garnish.  
 

        Back to Contents 
             

 Ingredients (4 serves) 

 80g Rolled Oats 

300ml Greek or other plain firm yogurt 

50–60g Honey (depending on taste) 

45ml Scotch whisky (or alternative 

flavouring, eg. 1 tsp vanilla essence) 

150g fresh raspberries 

Sprigs of mint (optional) 

 

Method 
Preheat the grill to high then put the 

oats onto a baking tray. Toast under 

the grill till lightly golden, about three 

minutes. 
 

Add the honey and whisky (or vanilla) 

to the yogurt, then mix gently.  

 

http://www.ozatwar.com/civilian/fuelrationing.htm
http://consuleng.com.au/Producer%20Gas%20&%20the%20Aussie%20Motorist%201939-45.pdf
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Out & About 
 

Seniors Card holders, don’t forget to use your free travel vouchers before 31 December. V-line has added 
extra carriages to some country trains so there’s plenty of room to stay ‘socially distanced’. 
 
 

See a 'once in a lifetime' planetary show 
Go outside at twilight on several clear nights this month and look at the sky above the western horizon to 
see Jupiter and Saturn get closer night by night. The two planets will draw closer and closer in the next few 
weeks, until they appear together above the western horizon about an hour after sunset on December 21.  
Clearly visible to the naked eye; binoculars or a telescope will reveal details of these iconic planets. 
 

 
Two bright dots photographed above the lights of Melbourne CBD on 2 December. Better viewed away from street lights.  

This event, known as a grand conjunction, happens about once every 20 years. However, this a very rare 
conjunction as it will be the closest they will have appeared in the sky to each other in nearly 400 years. 
The last time it occurred was in 1623 and they won't appear this close to each other again until 2080. 
While these planets look close to each other from Earth, they are actually separated by vast distances as 
they orbit the Sun. More https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/great-jupiter-saturn-conjunction-dec-21-2020  
 

University of Melbourne - COVID-19 Research Projects 
 

The Department of Audiology & Speech Pathology at the University of Melbourne is investigating the 
impact of face masks on spoken communication for adult listeners. They also want to know what helps to 
make communication easier and want to hear from any adult, with or without hearing difficulties. Their 
online survey takes 5-15 mins: https://melbourneuni.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CwiKA0M2m2mHcN  
 

The Nossal Institute for Global Health at the University of Melbourne is conducting global research into the 
economic, health and well-being consequences of COVID 19. How Are You Going? is focused on learning 
how people are experiencing the pandemic: how people are feeling, how their sense of community has 
changed, the ways this crisis has financially impacted their lives and what they are most worried about. 
 

This is a repeat request, as researchers want as many people as possible to participate (several times) by 

completing a 10-15 minute online survey. They would like to include U3A members, to gather their unique 

experiences of the pandemic. Responses are all confidential and respondents cannot be personally 

identified. More information https://mspgh.unimelb.edu.au/how-are-you-going/ 
 
 

Another Northcote story 
 

  
                       

About U3A Darebin 

 

The University of the Third Age (U3A) is a community-based provider of learning opportunities, educational 

activities and social interaction for people who are over 50 and not in full-time paid employment.  
 

U3A Darebin is run by volunteers to provide opportunities for members to keep mentally and physically 

active and involved in our local communities. For more information, visit: www.u3adarebin.com.au 

 

U3A Darebin acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nations as the traditional owners and 

caretakers of the land on which our organisation operates.  
 

U3A Daredin Inc is supported by U3A Network Victoria ACFE Capacity Building Project,   

the City of Darebin and Clifton Hill/North Fitzroy Community Bank branch of Bendigo Bank.   

A Northcote resident used the COVID lockdown to dig up the story of the street where he 

has lived for forty years, Gladstone Avenue in Northcote. He’s now self-published the story 

as a book, A Window on Our Street: Sondering through COVID19 in Northcote.  

For more information, visit www.patwalsh.net 
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