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U3A Darebin Inc. Annual General Meeting 
 

1pm Tuesday 6 December 2016 
Darebin RSL, 402 Bell Street, Preston 
   

 

News  
 

U3A DAREBIN INC. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
All members are invited to attend our 2016 AGM and 
end of year celebrations at Darebin RSL on Tuesday 6 
December.  This event will include a guest speaker and 
entertainment, followed by afternoon tea.    
The AGM agenda, and forms for proxy voting and 
committee nominations, will be emailed or posted to 
members two weeks prior to the meeting. 
 

 

VICTORIAN SENIORS FESTIVAL - Celebration Day 
 

On Sunday 2 October, U3A Darebin line dancers 
presented an impressive performance at Federation 
Square, some members demonstrated how to play 
Mah-jong and others contributed to a lively discussion 
on ‘What Books Are For’.  

 
Our line dancers’ popular interpretation of The Blues Brothers.  

U3A Darebin has participated in Celebration Day for a 
number of years, and several members commented on 
the changes they observed this year. 

Here is one member’s impressions of the day.     
The first Sunday of Seniors Week, and as we have done 
for a number of years, some Committee and other U3A 
Darebin members came to Federation Square to enjoy 
the day and to celebrate our status as seniors.  

 

Term Dates & Holidays 
 

Term 4   
Ends Saturday 26 November 2016 
 

Renewals & Enrolments  
From 1 December 2016 on website 
1, 2 & 5 December at Fairfield office 
 

Summer break  
Friday 9 December: Fairfield office closes  
Monday 16 January 2017: office re-opens  
 

Term 1 2017   
Classes commence Monday 6 February 2017 
Term 1 ends Saturday 1 April 
  

 

U3A Darebin Inc. 
PO Box 44, Fairfield. Vic. 3078 

26 Railway Place, Fairfield 

 

Phone 9489 2103 
Email   info@u3adarebin.com.au 

Website   www.u3adarebin.com.au 
 

Office hours: 10.15am – 12.15pm Monday to Friday during term times 

 

Number 86 

November 2016 

mailto:info@u3adarebin.com.au
http://www.u3adarebin.com.au/
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We had been told that this year the celebrations would be different, that we would not have our 
own marquee as in past years, and that there would be goods for sale. In previous years, U3A 
Darebin displayed artwork and needlecraft made by members, and a stream of people going by 
would stop to speak to us, and take our brochures. We had a great time and sometimes recruited 
new members through this interaction. 

Well, this year was not at all like that. After arriving a lot later than other years, it took me a long 
time to find where we would be, and then only after asking at the U3A City tent. On my second 
walk around, I did see a sign that told me that our Mah-jong group would not be on until 12.45pm, 
Line Dancing was from 1-1.30pm, Family History 1.45pm, and What Books Are For at 2.15pm, so I 
went to get a coffee and listen to the choirs at the Deakin Edge Theatre.  

My disappointment so far made me think I should go home, but I did try again and made my way 
to the River Terrace. There I found Audrey Grace with the Mah-jong team – good. Audrey said that 
the Line Dancing was next, so I went to watch that; they were very good. Next, back to listen to the 
Family History session – well, that didn’t happen. Two speakers were on at the same time in one 
tent, and the music for the dancing was right next to the tent on one side with other music from 
the main stage on another side. A gentleman from U3A Box Hill did his best but it was hard to hear 
him – he was trying to read poetry and battled on for some time, but lots of people left.  

At around 2.30pm it was time for U3A 
Darebin’s What Books Are For. For me, 
this was the highlight of the day. We’re 
talking books – we went to the back 
corner of the tent, as the music on that 
side had stopped, and we talked about 
the books we loved and what effect they 
had on us – a carry on from our last 
Tuesday Talk for this year in September. 
We also discussed what books we might 
take with us to a desert island. Best hour 
of the day I must say.  

Photo: U3A Darebin members back in the tent. 

I have got to say that for me it was the most disappointing first Sunday of Seniors Week that I have 
ever attended, and I’ve been to quite a few over the years. 

Jean Garita 

 

President’s Message 
 

As the year draws to a close, it’s time once again to thank all the volunteers who give their time to 
make our activities possible: class tutors, office volunteers and of course, Committee members.  

In particular, I would like to acknowledge the great contributions made by Anita Hanstock, our 
Vice President, Brian Hoban, our Treasurer, and Robyn Hartley, our Flyer Editor and general 
committee member, who are retiring from the committee at the end of the year. Their input will 
be missed and we wish them well in new pursuits. 

Best wishes to all U3A Darebin members. 

 John Pinniger 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL AND CLASS ENROLMENTS FOR 2017 
 

In mid-November, 2017 membership kits will be emailed to all members who asked for their 
newsletters to be emailed and posted to all other members. As some courses fill quickly, we 
encourage you to apply promptly, so that your application can be processed before the office 
closes for the year on 9 December.  

Our U3A Darebin website www.u3adarebin.com.au will open on Thursday 1 December for  
online renewal of membership for 2017 and application for classes.  Members are encouraged to 
enrol online if possible. If you have forgotten your password, follow the instructions on the Login 
page and you will be able to re-set your password. 

If you cannot enrol online, please bring your completed 2017 membership renewal form to the 
Fairfield office on Thursday 1 December, Friday 2 December or Monday 5 December. The office 
will be open from 10am to 2pm on each of these days and our wonderful team of volunteers will 
be available to enter your information into the system and answer any questions you may have. 
You may of course deliver or post membership forms to the office prior to these dates.  
Don’t forget to bring your payment with you; if cash, please bring the EXACT amount of money. 
Annual membership fees for 2017:  Full Member (individual) $45 
                                                                 Joint Members (spouses, partners and co-habitants) $35 each 
                                                                 Associate Member (current member of another U3A) $25 

Enrolment will be confirmed for classes without wait lists at re-enrolment in December; classes 
with a wait-list will not be confirmed until late January. Further details in membership kit.  
 

 
 

From the Committee 
 

2016 Committee Members 

President John Pinniger 

Vice-President  Anita Hanstock 

Secretary Ann Richie 

Treasurer Brian Hoban 

Course Coordinators Annette Davis  

                                        & Col Purchase 

Volunteer Coordinator   Alison Daams 

Property Officer  Jean Garita 

Newsletter Editor  Robyn Hartley 

U3A Network Delegate Julie Ryan 

Webmaster Col Purchase 

Members Jan Gross 

 Janet Marlow 
 

Non-committee positions 

Publicity Margaret Monument 

IT Consultant Russell Lennox 

Following advice from the Treasurer, the Committee has 
decided to increase the annual membership fee for 2017 
by $5 per individual to meet rising costs; details above. 
 

Call for nominations for U3A Darebin Committee 

At the AGM on 6 December, all Committee positions will 
be declared vacant and members will elect new 
representatives. We rely on members volunteering to 
take on Committee membership to keep the 
organisation functioning effectively for the benefit of all 
members. There are many rewards in membership - 
chances to exercise your skills and develop new ones; to 
meet and talk with many members, community groups 
and people from other U3As, as well as the satisfaction 
of being part of an organisation providing positive 
learning opportunities and social connections for seniors. 

A nomination form for Committee membership including 
statutory positions on the Committee will be sent to all 
members with the AGM notices. Members can nominate 
themselves or ask other members to nominate and/or 
second them; please contact the office if you would like 
to talk to a current Committee member about the 
Committee’s work or particular positions. 

http://www.u3adarebin.com.au/
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Change of Name for the Flyer 

At its October meeting, the Committee decided that from 2017, the Flyer will be re-named the 
U3A Darebin Newsletter. They agreed that our publication is primarily a newsletter rather than  
a flyer, and advantages originally gained from being called a flyer no longer apply. 
 

From the Editor   
 

At the end of 2016 I am retiring from the Committee and as Flyer editor. We are very grateful to 
Janet Marlow, who has volunteered to take over as editor. Janet has many years of experience 
editing education and online publications for Museum Victoria.  

I’ve had great support from many people during my time as editor. Thanks especially to Kate 
Patrick for being generous with her time and for contributing and sharing her formatting and 
editing skills; thanks to Liz Findlay for member profiles, class reports and other pieces, as well as 
help with copy-typing and general support. Sincere thanks to all who have responded to requests 
for an article or comment, or sent in something without being asked.  

The role of the Flyer has changed over recent years. It is no longer the only or main source of 
information for courses, timetables, and membership information; emails and our website now 
play a major role.  However, our newsletter is very important for recording the stories and 
experiences of members. Please keep sending in articles and comments. 

Robyn Hartley, Flyer Editor  

 

Farewell Nell Bell 

On 2 November, Nell Bell died at Westgarth Residential Aged Care facility. Nell will long be 
remembered by U3A Darebin friends for her contribution as a class leader and involved member.  
In 2000, a year after the Needlecraft group began, she became facilitator. She also taught English 
for Vietnamese Seniors, with Jean Garita, an experience she clearly enjoyed and gained much from.  

Our 25th anniversary book also documents Nell’s role in a series of events which led to our being 
housed in the Fairfield Station buildings. In 1996, she was the ‘story-teller’ in a street festival 
celebrating the history of the station - a festival which was also part of a finally successful 
campaign to stop the demolition of the buildings which had fallen into disrepair. 

 

In Memoriam 

Janet Trupp, U3A Darebin member for many years, died in October after being diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer several months earlier. She was an actively involved member of the Current 
Affairs class and attended Cinema Studies, Scrabble, Trivia, a Writing your Memoirs short course 
and the Cycling and Walking groups while she was able.  Janet was a past Committee member  
as well as a regular and committed volunteer, especially for Flyer mailouts.  

Long-term friends Margaret and Graham Peterson recalled how much she enjoyed her U3A 
classes. She was an avid reader, a keen gardener, walker and cyclist, and a Scrabble enthusiast. 
Janet was born in England and migrated to Australia soon after she married.  For much of her 
working life, she was employed by various local councils in organising health and support services 
for older people. Janet was very interested in, and actively involved in the world around her.  
She will be sadly missed by family and friends.  

 



Newsletter of U3A Darebin Inc.  Flyer – Number 86 – November 2016  5 

U3A Darebin 25th Anniversary Celebrations  
 

Close to 100 members, guests and friends of U3A gathered at the Preston City Hall on Sunday  
16 October to celebrate our 25th anniversary.  From 1pm they began to arrive – members of the 
Needlecraft group with their collection of knitted toys and other items for display; Draw then Paint 
class members with examples of their art work, and members of the Singing for Pleasure group in 
their distinctive bright scarves. The caterers filled tables down one side of the hall with platters of 
delicious sandwiches and cakes; a table was set up on the other side of the hall with copies of the 
25th anniversary book Learning & Sharing for sale. Members poured in, invited guests were 
welcomed; Committee members and volunteers ensured that everything was ready.   

  

President John Pinniger opened the proceedings. He welcomed everyone, read the formal 
apologies and noted that, while the Mayor of the City of Darebin was not able to attend due to the 
impending Council elections, U3A Darebin acknowledged and appreciated the Council’s financial 
and practical support over many years.  

Presentations from two U3A groups followed. Exploring Shakespeare tutors Kate Patrick and Mark 
Wilson introduced a scene from ‘King Lear’ which was read and then discussed by class members 
Margaret Rankin, Rob Haines and Sophie Mantell.  It was an appropriately-chosen extract (for our 
age group) which focused on changing power relationships between the ageing King Lear and his 
two adult daughters, Goneril and Regan.   

The Singing for Pleasure group then sang four songs, led by Larry Ginger and Campbell Pearson on 
guitar, finishing with an arrangement of We are Australian, to enthusiastic applause.   
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John then invited Jone Gaillard to talk about U3A Darebin on our 25th anniversary. We could 

hardly have a more appropriate speaker Jone joined us in 1997, is our longest serving tutor, and 
is currently the much admired tutor of the Ancient Civilisations course. Jone recalled the warm 
welcome she received when she first came to U3A Darebin, the friendships she has made over 

many years and how much she enjoys being part 
of U3A Darebin.  

Jone then formally launched Learning & Sharing: 
25 years of U3A Darebin, a history of our 
organisation with a strong emphasis on members 
writing about their experiences in and beyond the 
classroom. 

Next, she was joined at the microphone by past 
presidents Eileen Capocchi (a foundation member 
and our second president), David Elder, Charles 
Keele and Beryl Evans. Each spoke briefly about 
their time as president and what U3A Darebin 
meant to them. Unfortunately Audrey Grace, 
president from 2009-13, was unable to attend. 
The cutting of our 25th birthday cake followed.  

With formalities over, there was much socialising and enjoyment of the delicious afternoon tea.  
 
Many thanks to everyone who helped to make the celebration a success - Annette Davis and Anita 
Hanstock for organising the venue and the catering;  John Pinniger for chairing the afternoon; the 
caterer, Becca’s Foodstore (Alphington) for a delicious afternoon tea;  Committee members and 
U3A members, including Mary de Bortoli, Alleyne Tendelli, Doreen Ivanovski, Ronda Zwart, Florrie 
Graham and many others, for their generous help during the day; Anita Hanstock and Janet 
Marlow for organising the sale of books; the groups who entertained us and displayed their work, 
as well as Kevin Williams and Russell Lennox who took photos of the occasion. Also thanks to 
everyone who came along to make the afternoon a happy and memorable one. 

Robyn Hartley, Editor 

Launch of Learning & Sharing: 25 years of U3A Darebin 

It was good to see so many members at this event and, in particular, so many past members and 
past Presidents; so nice to be able to put faces to the names that have played such a large part in 
the history of U3A Darebin. It was disappointing that there were no representatives from Darebin 
Council, although our President John Pinniger included an apology from the Mayor in his address. 

The atmosphere was positive; there was a strong sense of camaraderie and support for ideas 
focussing on the contributions that we can make and enjoy as we age. In particular the choice of 
‘We are one, we are many, we are Australian’ sung by the choir, suited the circumstances 
superbly, and allowed the audience to join in. 

The excerpt from Shakespeare's King Lear read by members of the Exploring Shakespeare group 
was a novel idea although, to some of us, revisiting Shakespeare so many years after school 
proved something of a challenge! 

Finally, it was heart-warming to see so many people queuing to buy a copy of Learning & Sharing; 
25 Years of U3A Darebin. It's a great read and a great tribute to the hard work of all those who put 
U3A Darebin on the map and to those who have contributed to the growth and development of 
such a valuable feature of our community. 
                                                                                                                                                             Liz Findlay 
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Coming Day Tripper Activities: 2017 
 

GET-TOGETHER  LUNCH  

WHEN    12.15pm Tuesday 31 January  
WHERE   Darebin RSL  
                 402 Bell Street, Preston 
 

BOOK      With Mary, phone 9481 0992  
                 by Tuesday 24 January.  

Let’s welcome new and old Day Trippers to our 
2017 program with a get together over lunch. 

 

 

 

 

VISIT TO THE NEW CHADSTONE CENTRE  

WHEN    10.15am Tuesday 28 February 

MEET     Outside ACMI Theatre, Flinders St side 
of Federation Square (opposite  
St Paul’s cathedral) 

BOOK   With Mary, phone 9481 0992  
                by Friday 17 February;  
                limited numbers.    

 

Do you want to check out the new 
developments at Chadstone? Here is your 
chance to do so by joining us in taking the free 
bus from Federation Square. 

 

Further Visits   
We’ll revisit the Costume Collection (Bulleen) and the Police Museum to check out their new 
displays. Also, visits to the Chinese Museum (Bendigo) and the Aviation Museum (Moorabbin 
Airport) are in the pipeline. 
We want your ideas for excursions - if you know of some hidden gems in our beautiful city, please 
contact us through the Fairfield office.  
 

Day Tripper Report – A visit to the Athenaeum Library 
 

 

Have you heard of the Melbourne Athenaeum Library, which is part of the Athenaeum Theatre in 
Collins Street? Not many of our Day Trippers group had when we met on Wednesday, 19 October 
to visit this place. We made our way to level one and were met by Tim, who after making sure we 
had tea or coffee and a biscuit, led us to a boardroom table and told us the history of the Library.  

It began in 1839 as Melbourne’s first Mechanics Institute. Originally, two blocks extending through 
to Collins Street were purchased at a government land sale in 1840. One block was later sold and 
the proceeds were used to erect the library building which was completed in 1842. Melbourne’s 
oldest subscription library, and from humble beginnings, it now houses 30,000 fiction and non-
fiction books. Of interest is the fact that if an author writes a series of books, that series is kept 
intact. The series can be borrowed in one go, provided it doesn’t exceed 30 books! 

There are a number of features of interest to visitors. The Library hosts activities such as book 
clubs, artist in residence programs, musical events and board games days. It has an old lift with an 
exquisite wood panelling interior. With its dark wood bookshelves, tub chairs scattered around 
and its peaceful atmosphere, it seems like a throwback to a gentler time.  

Kevin, a member of our group, recommended that we had lunch at the Batman Hill Hotel, where 
we dined off crisp white tablecloths, with white napkins, for a very modest amount.  After lunch, 
at Dawn’s suggestion, half the group visited the Bulgari exhibition at the National Gallery, where 
they gazed upon beautiful jewellery and bags at eye-popping prices; another worthwhile visit. 

Once again, we thank Mary de Bortoli for revealing to us another Melbourne gem. 

Doreen Ivanovski  
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From The Classroom 
 

Outdoor Sketching Group 

During 2016, we sketched in Darebin Parklands, Studley Park Boat House, Abbotsford Convent, 
Russian Church and Edinburgh Gardens. 
Next year, this friendly group will meet on the third Wednesday of each month from 10am to 12 
noon. Whatever your level of expertise, come and enjoy the company, coffee, open air and 
(hopefully) sunshine - with your pencil, paints and chair. 

Alison Laird 

 

Alfred Crescent bordering Edinburgh Gardens by Alison Laird 
 

Enjoying Opera 

The Enjoying Opera class has thirteen DVDs of operas which we will make available for any 
member to borrow over the Christmas break. Some are Blu-ray, others can only be played on a 
standard DVD player. If you are interested, come and browse the collection in the Fairfield office 
from Tuesday 22 November (after our final Enjoying Opera class). Please sign the borrowing 
sheet when taking a disc. These DVDs were purchased with a grant from the Clifton Hill/North 
Fitzroy Community Bank.   

Anita Hanstock 

 

 
More information: U3A Nillumbik offers a course called Tuning in to Opera, with a website which 
includes lists of local performances and resources for exploring opera music, opera.prettyhill.org/ 

 

 

http://opera.prettyhill.org/
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Current Affairs - CLIMATE CHANGE GURU  

U3A Darebin’s Current Affairs class is privileged and grateful to have Keith Burrows in our midst. 
As a Physicist and a scientist of some standing, Keith goes to great lengths to explain this complex 
phenomenon in a language that makes the exigencies of Climate Change accessible to us.  Keith is 
also a teacher and his ability to ‘work a group’ is based on years of classroom interaction. 

Keith is adamant that the only individuals who really know and understand Climate Change are 
our Climate Change scientists. And scientists do research diligently, don’t they? As does Keith – 
his graphs, statistics and sense of earth history (significant climate change events and why) 
become understandable to us. 

Noel Butterfield, Current Affairs Tutor 

 

Current Affairs – Nothing is off the table!  

U3A Network Victoria represents all local autonomous U3A organizations in areas such as 
government liaison, funding applications, education and training. The Network Education 
Committee aims to find ways to helping U3As further develop the marvellous courses that our 
organisations provide, and recently looked at different models used by U3As who provide 
Current Affairs courses. 
 

Many U3As offer one or more Current Affairs courses, and the longevity of these programs within 
U3As is a clear indication of the passion that course members have for them – and of the keen 
determination of our U3A members to remain well informed of the changing world around us. 
U3A Manningham, for example, has been conducting successful Current Affairs courses for nearly 
30 years. And this is not an unusual example. To find out why these courses are so popular, six 
U3A Current Affairs course facilitators kindly let us delve, question and observe the secrets of 
their success. The objective was to try to capture some of their obviously successful course 
presentation principles and the organisation that lay behind them.  
 

The study observed two Current Affairs classes at U3As Manningham and Geelong and had long 
and informative telephone conversations with Facilitators at U3As Werribee, Croydon, Casey and 
Waverley. Some common success elements of their operations emerged. The facilitators not only 
had familiarity or preparedness with the subject matter, but they had also developed skills and 
experience in the management of the class. Also impressive was the facilitators’ ability to develop 
and maintain a culture of trust and respect within their group even as they grappled with some 
contentious issues – asylum seekers, euthanasia, same-sex marriage.  
 
These lively and stimulating classes included ground rules for effective discussion, an allowance 
for a wide range of opinions, discussions centring on the topic rather than the messenger, as well 
as supporting an individual’s contribution or respecting a member’s silence. It is probably not 
surprising that another significant feature of these very successful groups was the positive 
working partnership between the U3A’s course coordinator, the class facilitator, and the 
participants to develop and evolve a format that suited each group. 
 
 
Extract from U3A Education Matters September 2016, published by the Network Education Committee, a 

committee of U3A Network Victoria. The full article is available at: 
https://www.u3avictoria.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Education-Matters-September-1.pdf 
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September Morning Tea Report 
t

KOGO (Knit One, Give One) Monday 19 September  

       
       Donations from our Needlecraft group   
 

Sergeant McCarthy is a keen knitter, when not on duty as a Community Police Officer in Darebin, 
and she was the contact person when our U3A Darebin Craft Groups decided to join this venture. 
Jean Garita and our two groups displayed samples of their handiwork, which were much admired 
by those present, and we were impressed to hear that KOGO donated 62,500 items last year, and 
hope to have more this year.  

  Each item has a label attached saying ‘Hand Knitted with love by KOGO’ and the donations have 
  made a big difference to people and families in need. This is a great, practical effort by community 
  volunteers who give their time and skill. U3A Darebin members are to be congratulated on the 
  number of items they have contributed this year.         

  For more information about KOGO, visit www.kogo.org.au/about      

Alison Daams 
    

 

Tuesday Talk Report  
 

What Books Are For 

On 13 September, members and a few visitors gathered at the 
Grandview Hotel to discuss what books are for and the books 
which have been important to them. This very successful event 
was initiated and chaired by Ann Ritchie, U3A Darebin Secretary 
and a member of one of our three book discussion groups.  

 

 

The first speaker was Chris Honig, a founding member of Book Discussion Group 1, which began in 
1998. Chris told a fascinating tale of the importance of libraries in her life, which gave her access 
to books and learning which she wouldn’t otherwise have had. It began with childhood visits with 
her mother to the free Carnegie Library in Northcote, then visits to the Batman library and to the 
Myer Emporium lending library during her early working life in the city, Preston library at the end 
of the second world war and much later, Latrobe University where she was a mature-aged student 
after doing her VCE at the Diamond Valley Learning Centre. 

Anita Hanstock talked about the pleasure she gained from books, her awe of the imagination and 
charm of good fiction writing and the joy of sharing books.  She spoke about several books which 
she has re-read many times. 

Jill Sykes, an avid reader and member of U3A Morley, talked about how books made travel more 
exciting for her and had pushed her into new areas of thought, understanding and interest in 
countries such as China, Germany and Afghanistan.  Jill said reading has broadened her 
perspectives, deepened what she sees when she travels and deepened her understanding of her 

The guest speaker at our final Members Morning Tea this 
year was Sergeant Lorna McCarthy, who spoke about the 
work of KOGO.  

KOGO is a not-for-profit organisation founded in 2004 
during a particularly cold winter, when Ros Rogers and 
friends realised there was a great need for hand knitted 
woollens to keep disadvantaged and homeless people 
warm. Their work has now expanded to include beanies, 
scarves, gloves, toys, baby clothes, blankets and wraps.  

 

http://www.kogo.org.au/about
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own life and her relationships with others.  

Dianne Beaumont also touched on how books can change your views about things. She spoke 
particularly about how Kerry Greenwood’s Phryne Fisher murder mysteries had given her a much 
greater understanding of Melbourne and Victoria in the 1920s. She was amazed at the detailed 
research underlying the books and how they broadened our knowledge of life at that time.  

Margaret Maguire believes ‘books speak for themselves’. Germaine Greer’s Female Eunuch and 
Gloria Steinem’s My Life on the Road both made an incredible impression on her. In a very 
different way, so too did Thackeray’s Vanity Fair, written around 1847-48. 

Finally, Alison Daams presented a list of local book shops and second hand book sellers, and hints 
for exploring new books and authors through themes and categories of books. 

Following the presentations, all present formed groups to talk about books that had been 
important in their lives and then reported back to the whole group.  Everyone agreed that the 
afternoon was a most enjoyable experience. It was suggested that we could have similar 
gatherings in the future.  

If you would like a list of the books mentioned by speakers and members, please contact the office.  
Chris Honig’s talk ‘In Praise of Libraries’ is available on our website www.u3adarebin.com.au/   
 

This is Chris’ account of the library in High Street, Northcote, which began her presentation.  

The Carnegie Library in Northcote 

I must have been 7 years old when we moved to Northcote and as my parents had a great love of 
reading, a library was important. We lived at the bottom of Separation Street and every week 
Mum and I would walk all the way to High Street and then up to James Street to the Northcote 
Free Library and without fail I would be reminded that this was a Carnegie Library. Mum explained 
that a very rich man named Andrew Carnegie had given money to many countries around the 
world to help educate the masses. It didn’t mean much to me at the time; I just enjoyed choosing 
the books and the pleasure of reading them. Many years later I became curious about Mr Carnegie 
and why Northcote had become the recipient of his generosity. Here’s what I discovered.  

Andrew Carnegie was born in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland in 1835.  His parents were poor and 
times were tough so the family decided to move to America in 1848. Though Andrew had little 
formal learning, it seems his parents valued the importance of books and education. He was a 
voracious reader and the library provided his education. By the age of 24, he had acquired many 
skills and by 30, he had various business interests in steel and was on the way to becoming a 
millionaire. His philanthropic career began in 1887 by which time he had endowed 2,509 libraries 
around the world. The Andrew Carnegie Foundation was born. 

The next question was why Northcote? The idea of a library was raised in the 1880s by the council. 
A member, Mr R.J. Whalley, suggested they should apply for a Carnegie grant. The council agreed, 
Mr Whalley wrote accordingly and 1500 pounds was granted. Land was bought on the corner of 
High and James Streets; in 1911, the library was opened with much excitement.  Speeches were 
made, artists performed and guest of honour Sir John Fuller, Governor of Victoria, commented 
‘reading in itself was all very well, reading might be instructive, or it might be a pastime, or it 
might actually be harmful’ (?) Regardless, the library thrived. Well done, Mr Whalley! 
 

 I was very fortunate to have attended the Book Talk at the Grandview Hotel. Our delightful  
Chris Honig gave the opening talk, and as usual her wealth of knowledge made her so interesting 
to listen to.  Whenever a book is referenced at our meetings, you can be sure that Chris has read it, 
and her insight inspires me. 

Rita Bernardi, member of Book Discussion Group 1 

http://www.u3adarebin.com.au/
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The Creative Arts  
 

  

 

Out and About 
 

Develop Your Skills to Teach iPads to Seniors 
 

Would you like to learn how to assist other seniors to develop their skills in the use of iPads? 

PRACE (Preston Reservoir Adult Community Education) is seeking 16 volunteers throughout the 
community to support senior groups with learning how to use an iPad. 

They will provide a training course to further your own skills in training and in the use of iPads. The 
course will commence in February 2017 (days and times to be decided). 

By the end of course you will be able to show people:  

 how to move around the iPad 

 useful apps 

 how to use Skype to talk to friends  
and family overseas for free 

 connecting up (WiFi, Airdrop) 

 how to adjust personal settings 
 

To find out more or to express an interest in this project phone Libby or Deb on 9462 6077  
or email libby@prace.vic.edu.au. Visit PRACE website for more details:  http://prace.vic.edu.au 

 

Get Active in Darebin 

 

Liz Findlay, member of the Draw Then Paint class 
and the Needlecraft group, was also part of the 
working group for our 25th anniversary book, 
Learning and Sharing: 25 years of U3A Darebin. 

In early discussions about the book cover, the 
group considered either a photo or a painting of a 
flowering gumtree. The image of a tree fitted well 
with the idea of a ‘tree of learning’ and at the 
time, the flowering gums were out.  

Liz did a sketch, leaving room for the title and 
other text amongst the branches. The group finally 
decided on the blue and yellow cover proposed by 
Lauren Statham, who so kindly donated her skills 
and time to design the book. Liz did further work 
on her painting so it could be included in this Flyer.  
(Liz is very happy with the final cover choice.) 

 

mailto:libby@prace.vic.edu.au
http://prace.vic.edu.au/
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Spring is in the air and free weekly exercise classes are available in Darebin’s parks until Sunday  
4 December. If you’d like to try some Yoga, Tai Chi, Pilates, Hoopercise or Zumba, get a copy of the 
class timetable from Darebin libraries or online at www.darebin.vic.gov.au/getactive  

Fairfield Bowling Club Seeking Members 
 

Established in 1913, this venerable club needs new members to participate in the Tuesday and 
Saturday Pennant competitions. As an enticement for committed players, they offer free 
membership for the first year and a free playing top. No experience is necessary, both instruction 
and coaching are available. 

Casual players are also welcome to join, regardless of age or ability. Situated in Gillies St, a short 
walk from Fairfield Railway Station or the Station St bus, the club holds informal sessions of 
Barefoot Bowls in the warmer months.  

To sign up or learn more about Fairfield Bowling club, visit fairfieldbowlingclub.com.au, email 
info@fairfieldbowlingclub.com.au or phone 9481 3145.  
 

 

Publications  
 

 
February Newsletter deadline: Thursday 26 January 2017 
 
Articles of 250 words or less preferred.  
All images must be accompanied by copyright details, ie who/when made the picture or 
who/where/when the photograph was taken. 
 
Please send all contributions to the editorial team at U3A Darebin - by mail, email or hand deliver 
to the Flyer/U3A Darebin Newsletter in-tray in the Fairfield office. 

 

 

Learning and Sharing 

 
Copies of Learning and Sharing: 25 years of U3A Darebin 
may be purchased from the Fairfield office at the subsidised 
price of $10.  
 
While the book traces developments from 1991 to the 
present, it is essentially a collection of members’ writing 
about their experiences, in and beyond the classroom.  
Some pieces were written in 2011 for a planned 20th 
anniversary publication, some have been written in the past 
five years; many have been previously published in our 
newsletter, the Flyer or in other U3A publications. Together 
they express the diversity of our membership, the unique 
character and spirit of U3A Darebin and the joys of 
discovering new interests, ideas and friendships in the third 
age of life.  

 

http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/getactive
mailto:info@fairfieldbowlingclub.com.au


 

 

          Our Privacy Policy 
 

U3A Darebin is a community based provider of classes for older people and is run by volunteers. 

We collect names, addresses and emails to enable us to mail out newsletters and other information 
about classes; we list phone numbers to contact you directly if required. This mailing and phone list 
 is not made available to anyone outside the organisation. 

We also ask you for personal details to provide statistical data to government funding agencies.  
This is a requirement for receiving government grants. The information is used for future planning. 

This information is compiled into statistical reports that do not identify individuals. 

If you choose to withhold these personal details there will be gaps in the data that will reduce the 
accuracy of the statistics, and this will not help our cause. 

We do not disclose any of this information to any other parties, and would never do so without  
your consent. 

If you have any concerns or queries or would like to know more about how we handle your private 
details please telephone our office 9489 2103 or email info@u3adarebin.com.au so that we can  
explain our procedures in greater detail. 
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