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FROM THE EDITOR 

We are coming to the end of another very busy 

year at U3A Darebin and it’s time to celebrate 

all our achievements at the AGM on Tuesday 2 

December.  

The Committee has been very busy improving 

our processes and policies in many ways – 

always with a great sense of team spirit. As you 

will read, our President Beryl Evans has been in 

hospital after a mild stroke but hopes to join us 

at the AGM. We all send her our best wishes for 

a speedy recovery.  

In her Vice President’s Message Frances 

Hennessy, on behalf of Beryl, thanks all the 

Committee members and volunteers who have 

generously contributed their time to U3A in 

many ways. This spirit of volunteering is 

essential to the philosophy of U3A, which is 

run entirely by members for members. 

As editor I would like to thank everyone who 

has generously given their time and skills in 

producing the Flyer this year, particularly Liz 

Findlay for copy typing and Kate Patrick for 

her extraordinary formatting expertise. We 

would warmly welcome more people to join 

our team, especially if you have experience and 

technical skills in publishing and graphics. If 

you are interested, please leave a message for 

me at the office or perhaps have a chat with me 

at the AGM. 

Thank you to all the members who have 

contributed items for the Flyer this year – it has 

been a delight to read your reports from the 

classroom, Day Tripper outings and life 

experiences. Please keep them coming next 

year! 

Hope to see you at the AGM! 

Jill Craig
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Email: darebinu3a1@optusnet.com.au 

Post:  PO Box 44, Fairfield Vic 3078 

Phone: 96 102 102 

Fax: 96 102 101 

Visit the office* at … 

 Fairfield Railway Station 

 26 Railway Place, Fairfield Vic 3078 

Or go to our new website at … 

www.u3adarebin.com.au  

Office hours during school terms: 

Whenever possible a volunteer will be in 

attendance on week days as follows: 

 Mon – Friday: 10.15 am to 12.15 pm 

 (except Public Holidays and term breaks) 

*Before visiting the office, please phone to 

check that somebody is in attendance. 

2014 Committee Members 

President  ..................................... .....Beryl Evans 

Vice-President  ..........................Frances Hennessy 

Secretary ..... ................................ Robyn Hartley 

Treasurer ..... ................................. Brian Hoban 

Assistant Secretary ......................... Annette Davis 

Minute Secretary  .......................... ..... Ann Ritchie 

Property Officer  ................................... Jean Garita 

Newsletter Editor ................................ .....Jill Craig 

Tutor Co-ordinator ...................Dianne Beaumont 

Publicity ..... ................................... Carmel Lee 

Course Development  .....................Alison Daams 

Office Volunteers Coordinator..... Alison Daams 

U3A Network Delegate ....................  David Elder 

 

Other Positions 

U3A Northern Region Representatives ................  

 ...... Beryl Evans, Robyn Hartley& Annette Davis 

Computer Consultant .................. Russell Lennox 

Newsletter Team ......................................................  

 .................... Jill Craig, Liz Findlay & Kate Patrick 

VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to our newsletter for November 2014. 

I am writing this column on behalf of Beryl 

Evans, our President, as she is in hospital 

recovering from a mild stroke. However she is 

hoping to join us at the AGM. 

On behalf of Beryl I thank the Committee 

Members who have given generously of their 

own time to ensure systems are in place and 

processes developed to enhance the smooth 

running of U3A Darebin over the last 12 

months. Hopefully there are persons amongst 

the membership who might be willing to step 

up to a committee position or volunteer as a 

member of a Volunteer Group to assist in some 

of the roles. 

David Elder is resigning from his position as 

Committee Member and U3A Network 

Representative. We acknowledge and thank 

David for his commitment to U3A Darebin. 

David was a past President and the last 2 years 

was Network Representative, which involved 

attending meetings with the Victoria wide U3A 

Network and ensuring two way communi-

cation is facilitated between Network and U3A 

Darebin. David will be missed, but we wish 

him well as he and his wife Julia settle into new 

surroundings along the coast. 

Jean Garita is relinquishing her role as Property 

Officer at U3A Darebin to allow her to be able 

to spend more time with her family as her 

husband is very unwell. We thank Jean for her 

dedication and generous commitment as 

Property Officer at the Fairfield campus to 

ensure the area was clean and supplies 

maintained. 

A big thank you to all the Volunteers who have 

assisted so willingly during the year for 

whatever function/activity you nominated to 

assist with, I just hope it has been fruitful for 

you. The Committee certainly appreciate the 

help you have given wherever you have been 

able to spare the time. 



 

Newsletter of U3A Darebin Inc. Flyer – Number 75 – November 2014 Page 3 of 14 

The Seniors Festival at Federation Square was 

once again a success. Thank you from the 

Committee, to the Darebin U3A members who 

volunteered on the day with the booth, to the 

Line Dancers who put on an excellent 

performance and the Darebin U3A Choir who 

sang on the Sunday and again on the Monday 

with the U3A Combined Choir.  

The Darebin Council Seniors Celebration at the 

‘Reservoir Hub’ was a great success. The 

Darebin Council were most appreciative of the 

participation of the Darebin U3A in the event. 

The Scrabble Group were represented as were 

the Needlecraft group. The Tai Chi group and 

Line Dancing group drew an enthusiastic 

crowd and performed well in spite of the 

background noise. 

Membership Renewal and Volunteer forms 

were reviewed and revised prior to the mail out 

on Friday 17 October, earlier than previous 

years. Thank you to the Committee members 

for this commitment and to the Volunteers who 

assisted with the ‘mail out’ on the Friday.  

As many of you are aware there was a break in 

and theft of electronic and other equipment 

from Northcote Senior Citizens Club rooms in 

Bent St, on 17 September. We are still awaiting 

a Police Report to enable the insurance claim to 

proceed. 

Frances Hennessy 

Vice President 

FROM THE COMMITTEE 

Annual General Meeting and Celebration 

We hope you can come along to our Annual 

General Meeting and end of year celebrations 

on Tuesday December 2 at the Fairfield 

Alphington RSL. Registration begins at 12.45. 

Please see Agenda on page 5 for full details of 

the afternoon, which includes a speaker, 

afternoon tea and entertainment from our 

Singing for Pleasure and Line Dancing groups. 

 

 

Special General Meeting 

A brief Special General Meeting will be held 

prior to the AGM. The meeting will consider 

two proposed amendments to our Constitution. 

See the Notice of Special General Meeting on 

pages 5 &6 for details of the meeting and an 

explanation of the changes proposed. We are 

very grateful to Alison Laird for her 

professional advice and help in preparing this 

document. 

Please note that only full financial members 

and Honorary members (not Associate 

members) can vote on resolutions at the AGM 

and the Special General Meeting. 

Nominations for 2015 Committee of 

Management 

At the AGM, elections will be held to appoint 

the 2015 U3A Darebin Committee of 

Management. All positions on the Committee 

are open for nomination of full financial 

members of U3A Darebin.  

The positions of President, Vice-President, 

Secretary and Treasurer are required under our 

Rules as an incorporated body. In addition, 

ordinary Committee members currently take on 

a range of other responsibilities such as Course 

Development, Tutor Coordinator, Newsletter 

Editor, Minute Secretary and Publicity.  

If you would like to find out more about 

committee membership, any of our current 

committee members would be very happy to 

answer your questions and to explain the 

various positions which committee members 

take on. (See the Contact Information side 

panel on Page 2 for a list of current Committee 

members). We are especially looking for 

someone to take on the roles of U3A Network 

delegate and Course Development Officer. 

If you would like to nominate yourself, or a 

fellow member, for election to the Committee, 

please fill in the Nomination form on the back 

page and return to the Secretary no later than 

Tuesday 25 November.  
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Code of Conduct 

Included in this Newsletter is a copy of the 

revised Code of Conduct October 2014 (on p.12) 

Our Policies and Rules are reviewed and 

updated as necessary, and the Committee 

recently passed several new items under the 

heading of Responsibility. All members need to 

read and be aware of the Code of Conduct 

expected of our members.  

Consent to Use of Photographs 

The Committee is concerned to protect the 

privacy and rights of members who may not 

wish their photograph to be published in our 

newsletter, on our website or for outside 

promotions. We have produced a consent form 

which allows members to state whether they 

agree to U3A Darebin publishing their 

photograph and whether they consent to being 

identified by name. Anyone who wishes to take 

photos of class members for publication should 

obtain consent forms from the office.  

Community Bank Sponsorship Grant 

We have been successful yet again in securing a 

Sponsorship grant from the Clifton Hill/North 

Fitzroy Community Bank®. The grant of $2,826 

is for 'Expanding educational opportunities for 

older people in Darebin’. We applied for this 

amount to purchase lightweight stackable 

tables and DVDs for Art, Opera and 

Shakespeare classes. We are invited to a 

Presentation Night next month. Thanks to Beryl 

and Frances for preparing the Application and 

special thanks to the Community Bank on 

Queens Parade. 

 FIRST TUESDAY TALKS 

Members who attended the First Tuesday Talk 

on October 7 were treated to a most informative 

session by Paul Michell, a local historian, who 

has been researching the history of Darebin for 

almost 30 years. His knowledge of the Penders 

Grove area of Darebin held the audience’s 

attention and interest. 

 

Our final monthly talk for this year will be: 

Tuesday, 11 November 1.30 – 3, Fairfield RSL 

Mary Crooks AO 

CITIZENS’ ACTION IN OUR TIMES 

Mary has been Executive Director of the Victorian 

Women’s Trust since 1996. She has an extensive 

background in public policy and a passionate 

commitment to social justice. She has undertaken 

research and advocacy on crucial issues for women 

and the broader community. 

Mary will talk about past advocacy projects of the 

Women’s Trust and current action on the Monster 

Climate Petition which will be presented to the 

House of Representatives and the G20 conference 

in November. 

Do join us for this interesting talk about citizens’ 

action. You don’t have to let us know in advance 

that you’re coming. There will be time for questions 

and afternoon tea will be available after the talk. 

We ask for a gold coin donation to cover the cost of 

hiring the RSL venue.  

Program for early 2015 

Details of the first two Tuesday Talks for 2015: 

Tuesday 3 March, 1.30 – 3, Fairfield RSL 
Grant Mackenzie, solicitor 
WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING 

Grant will lead a broad ranging presentation on 

issues surrounding the making of a will, such as- 

• Who should be the executor? 

• Who should be your beneficiary? 

• Do you have to leave anything to a child who 

hasn’t contacted you for 20 years? 

• What options do you have to provide for a 

child with physical or mental health issues? 

• How do you treat a second spouse and 

children from a first marriage fairly? 

• Can you make a will that can’t be contested? 

He will also answer questions from the floor. 

Tuesday 7 April, 1.30 – 3, Fairfield RSL  

John Simpson, RACV  

ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS FOR SENIORS 

John will discuss driving and safety tips for drivers 

and pedestrians, being fit to drive, choosing a safe 

vehicle, how to assess your own driving ability and 

how to plan for future mobility. 
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U3A DAREBIN INC. 
Reg. No.A.0028861A 

 

You are invited to attend our 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CELEBRATION 

at FAIRFIELD ALPHINGTON RSL, Railway Place, Fairfield,  

on Tuesday, December 2, 2014 at 1 pm.  

 

12.45 Please register at entry table and collect your door prize ticket. 

1 pm Welcome from the President 
 

1.05 Special General Meeting (see separate notice) 
 

Singing for Pleasure Group performance 
 

1.30 Annual General Meeting  

AGENDA 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of minutes of previous AGM held on December 3, 2013 

3. President’s Report 

4. Financial Report 

5. Auditor’s Report 

6. Appointment of Auditor for 2014 - 15 

7. Other reports – Code of Conduct 

8. Thank you to retiring members of the Committee of Management 

9. Returning Officer: Election of Committee of Management for 2015 

10. Introducing U3A Darebin Committee for 2015 

11. Other Business – notice having been received in writing by the Secretary at least 14 days before this 

General Meeting. 

Guest Speaker: Elsie Mutton, President, U3A Network Victoria 

AFTERNOON TEA and time to socialise, followed by a performance by the U3A Darebin Line 

Dancers.  

Door Prize: Members must be present to receive their prize. 

 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 

A Special General Meeting will be held  

on Tuesday December 2, 2014 at 1 pm 

at Fairfield/Alphington RSL, Railway Place, Fairfield  

to consider resolutions to amend the Statement of Purposes and Rules of U3A Darebin Inc. 

This Special General Meeting is being called to consider proposed changes to the rules, which need 

to be put to the general membership. 

If you are unable to attend the Special General Meeting and wish to appoint a proxy, please return 

the completed proxy form (printed on the inside back page of this Flyer) to the Secretary prior to 

the commencement of the meeting.   
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The Resolutions to be considered as Special Resolutions at this meeting are as follows: 

A. AMENDMENT OF STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 

To amend section 2 of the Statement of Purposes as detailed below. 

Section 2 currently provides: 

2(1) To provide for people in the third age of life (commonly accepted as being age 50 plus) 

who are in complete or partial retirement from paid employment or at home not in active 

work. 

2(2) To ensure persons of the third age who seek an active retirement have access to 

stimulating and social challenges outside the home. 

Discussion 

These clauses do not set out clearly the type of services that U3A Darebin is providing for its 

members and the proposed resolution seeks to remedy this by substituting new purposes 

Clause 2(1) and (2). 

Proposed amended statement of purposes 2(1) and 2(2) for Special Resolution: 

2(1) To provide low-cost learning and leisure activities for people in the third age of life 

(commonly accepted as being age 50 plus) who are not in the full-time work force. 

2(2) To develop programs to meet the needs of people in the third age of life by providing 

lifelong learning opportunities.  
 

B ADDITION TO THE RULES: WINDING UP PROVISION 

To insert in the rules provision for winding up the association as detailed below. 

Discussion 

The Statement of Purposes and Rules of U3A Darebin Inc. adopted in September 2013 

inadvertently omitted the winding up provision that was inserted in the Rules in 2007 to 

comply with the requirement of the Australian Taxation Office to enable U3A Darebin Inc. as a 

non-profit organization to obtain exempt status. The requirement forbids distribution of the 

assets of the organisation to its members on winding up or cancellation. 

Proposed additional rule to be numbered 71 and existing Rules numbered 71 to 74 (both 

inclusive) to be re-numbered 72 to 75 (both inclusive) for special resolution. 

71.  In the event of the winding up or the cancellation of the incorporation of the Association, 

the assets remaining after such winding up or cancellation, the return of any unused 

government or council grant and the satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities, must be 

transferred to another organisation or organisations having similar objectives to the 

Association and which is or are not carried out for the profit or gain of it or their individual 

members and which cannot distribute assets to its or their members on a winding up of that 

organisation.   

RELEVANT SECTIONS OF THE RULES 

Rule 39 provides: ‘A special resolution is passed if not less than three quarters of the members 

voting at a general meeting (whether in person or by proxy) vote in favour of the resolution.’ 

Rule 40 provides: ‘… the Chairperson of a general meeting may, on the basis of a show of hands, 

declare that a resolution has been  

(a) carried; or 

(b) carried unanimously; or 

(c) carried by a particular majority; or 

(d) lost 

and an entry to that effect in the minutes of the meeting is conclusive proof of that fact.’ 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

2015 Term Dates 

Term 1 Monday 2 Feb – Friday 27 March 

Term 2 Monday 13 April – Friday 26 June 

Term 3 Monday 13 July – Friday 18 Sept 

Term 4 Monday 5 October – Friday 27 Nov 

 

2015 Public Holidays 

Labour Day Monday 9 March 

Good Friday Friday 3 April 

Easter Saturday Saturday 4 April 

Easter Monday Monday 6 April 

Anzac Day Saturday 25 April 

Queen’s Birthday Monday 8 June 

Melbourne Cup Day Tuesday 3 Nov 

Christmas Table Centrepiece 

There are still vacancies available for this lovely 

end of year activity. If you are interested please 

phone the office as soon as possible to book in. 

Make your own Christmas Table Centrepiece 

Renae Monument, an experienced florist and 

teacher of floristry at NMIT has offered to run a 

three hour class for us in designing and making a 

Christmas centrepiece for a festive table.  

The centrepiece may also be used as a decorative 

wreath. 

The numbers will be limited to 14 so please get in 

quickly by phoning the Office with your contact 

details. There will be a cost of $5 for materials which 

Renae will bring along. Participants are also asked 

to bring along a pair of secateurs to cut any 

branches etc. As the finished centrepiece may be 

quite large and heavy, please plan ahead about how 

to get it home! 

The class will be held at Fairfield on Friday 28 

November from 1-4pm. 

U3A Cyclists: Anne Sarr writes that Col 

Purchase ran the cyclists group in her absence 

and took the group on some new and very 

interesting rides. He and Anne have agreed that 

he will lead the group in 2015.   

Enjoying Opera: Since Claudia Sanzin’s 

retirement, Anita Hanstock and Audrey Grace 

have volunteered to coordinate this class. They 

advise that the class now commences at the 

earlier time of 2 pm and takes a 15 minute 

intermission break for afternoon tea and a 

stretch. 

In 2015 the class will run from 2 -5 pm on the 

3rd Monday of most months at Northcote 

Senior Citizens Centre in Bent Street. The 

following program is planned for the new year. 

Please note the winter break in July and 

August. 

Feb 16 Madame Butterfly Puccini 

Mar 16 The Mikado Gilbert & Sullivan 

Apr 20 La Cenerentola (Cinderella, set in 18th 

century Italy) Rossini 

May 18 Eugene Onegin  Tchaikovsky 

June 15 Der Rosenkavalier  Richard Strauss 

Jul/Aug Winter Break 

Sept 14 Il Trovatore (The Troubadour) Verdi 
NOTE: One week earlier due to school holidays. 

Oct 19 Opera in Concert 

Nov 16 La Fanciulla del West (The girl of the 

golden west)  Puccini 

DAY TRIPPERS 

‘Day Trippers’ outings are open to all members. 

You are welcome to attend any outings, as long 

as you have booked in.  

The coordinator, Mary de Bortoli,writes: We are 

a friendly group and newcomers will be made very 

welcome. Come and try us out.  

The following is the final outing for this year. 

Plans for the new year will be published in the 

March Flyer. 

Mornington Street Market 

Date: Wednesday 19 November  

Cost: FREE except for your Myki, shopping and 

lunch! 

Mornington Street Market is a very varied and 

exciting street market held on Wednesdays. 

This will be an ideal time to do some early 

Christmas shopping!  We will travel by train to 
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Frankston and then bus to Mornington – lots of 

time to chat. 

Meet: 9.25 am at Flinders St Station ‘Under the 

Clocks’. Train leaves at 9.34 am so don’t be late! 

2015 NEW COURSES  

Some exciting new courses and projects are 

being proposed for 2015 but details are still to 

be arranged and confirmed. Courses under 

discussion include: 

• Arabic Language and Culture (Nada 

Samani) 

• Musical group (Lynn Hogg) 

• Recreational Maths – short course on 

great mathematicians and their theories 

(Martin Lindsay) 

• History of East Germany – short course 

(John Pinniger) 

• Local History – see below (Paul Michell) 

There will be a mail-out in late November when 

details have been confirmed. 

 

Northcote History – a personal view  
by Paul Michell 

Through a personal view of local history – with 

the emphasis on Northcote – this class will 

present snippets of the past history of 

Northcote. If you want to learn more about the 

varied and wonderful past of Northcote – then 

this is for you. 

The class will be held once a month with a 

couple of exclusions (allowing for tutor’s 

overseas jaunts) running the whole year. 

Specific dates and topics will be released closer 

to the class date.  

A variety of subjects will be presented in 

illustrated talks – a High Street virtual tour, a 

divorce lawyer in Westgarth, Tower House in 

Thornbury, Land Speculation, Northcote Brick 

Company and much more.  

Paul Michell has had almost 30 years 

experience in researching Darebin’s local 

history as part of his library work at Darebin 

Libraries. He has given many talks and tours of 

the area with Darebin Libraries, other groups 

and, of course, U3A Darebin, most recently in 

October this year with a talk on Penders Grove.  

 

FROM THE CLASSROOM 

Cinema Studies 

I have always been a keen film buff, but 

attending Darebin U3A Cinema Studies has 

really expanded my knowledge. Over the last 

couple of years I have seen a number of films 

that I would never have imagined interesting 

me. It has broadened my horizons and 

encouraged me to think differently. 

Last month’s film, Tokyo Story was a good 

example. Normally I am not keen on Asian 

films, and though this film was slow moving, it 

told a story that is eternal, unchanging, 

whatever period or country it is set in. This film 

was set in Japan in 1953. It was beautifully 

acted and the cinematography was very 

evocative of the mood of the story. 

The thing I enjoy most from attending this class 

is the vast knowledge the tutor, Paul Michell, 

has of film, knowing the details of directors, 

producers, actors etc. He is a mine of 

information. 

Class discussion after seeing the film is always 

interesting and hearing other people’s 

perceptions, one can pick up new ideas. 

Though I love current films I find I often forget 

them just as quickly as I see them, whereas the 

classics often stay with one. I hope to be a 

member of this group for many years, learning 

as I go. 

Janet Trupp 

 

Poetry through the Ages – Haiku 

The Poetry class has recently spent some time 

looking at the HAIKU form of poetry. 

Originally from Japan, this is a short verse form 

of three lines with a 5-7-5 syllable rhythm and 
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usually focussed on the seasons or the natural 

world. Nowadays the form is used more freely 

but still requires a sensitive discipline to find 

just the right word and just the subject. 

Haiku can also be used in bawdy or comic 

format. They have been used to great effect in a 

book called 100 Great Books in Haiku and the 

class really enjoyed these. 

Here is Pride and Prejudice in haiku format: 

Single white lass seeks 

Landed gent for marriage, whist 

No parsons, thank you. 

And Dickens' Bleak House 

Fog, gloom, men in wigs- 

the Chancery Court blights all. 

See where Law School Leads? 

Several class members tried their hand at 

Haiku, and saw how tricky this deceptively 

simple format can be. Maureen Edwards has 

written Haiku for several years, and here is one 

of her poems. 

 words devour us 

smother us with meanings 

  knowing the unknown........ 

Jill Toulantas contributed this Haiku, 

expressing how the class feels about our Poetry 

mornings: 

Tuesdays are a joy! 

Stirring lyrics, notions shared 

Link our lives in verse. 

Alison Daams 
 

Line Dancing – Message from your Tutors 

A big thank you to our line dance performing 

group that strutted their great stuff at 

Federation Square and also at Reservoir during 

Seniors Week. You really ‘done us proud’ and 

by all the applause and photos taken, it was 

well deserved. 

Watch out for our dancers next year. 

Thank you, Maureen, Doreen, Margaret, 

Bernice, Halina, Pam, Mery, Mary D, Mary S. 

Well danced and well dressed, you all looked 

the part. Thank you again dancers. 

Loraine and David, teachers 

 

OUT AND ABOUT 

Festive Day at Federation Square 

There was a very festive atmosphere in 

Federation Square on the opening day of 

Victorian Seniors Week on Sunday 5 October. 

There were many visitors, the weather was 

mild but sunny and U3As from around the 

state lined the Yarra bank displaying their 

activities. 

We shared a large marquee with Hume U3A 

who were all very welcoming and helpful. As 

usual, our needlecraft display attracted a great 

deal of interest. Many people wanted to buy the 

lovely colourful hand-knit items created by the 

group to donate to the KOGO project for 

distribution to disadvantaged families. 

Fortunately Ronda Zwart was on hand to 

explain what the project was about! 

Members of the Mah Jong group invited 

visitors to join them in a friendly game. There 

was a lot of interest, from beginners to very 

experienced players and onlookers. Everyone 

seemed to enjoy the game, thanks to Maria, 

Jennifer and Audrey.  

Our Line Dancing group drew a large and very 

appreciative audience, in a stand-out 

performance. Dressed in hill-billy outfits, many 

were unrecognisable, especially David Lamb. 
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To fit the hill-billy theme, David and Loraine 

chose some great folksy, toe-tapping songs for 

this performance, which was as usual expertly 

choreographed. The audience clapped along 

enthusiastically and were delighted by the 

‘Cheerio’ finale. Thank you Loraine, David and 

all the Line Dancers, for such a wonderfully 

entertaining performance. 

Jill Craig 

Reservoir Village Festive Day 

This new venture from Darebin City Council 

provided a great opportunity to promote U3A 

Darebin to people in the northern suburbs. Our 

stall attracted a lot of interest (especially the 

Needlecraft hand-knits!). Many brochures were 

given out quite a number of people expressed 

interest in joining U3A. 

At ‘Cafe Rez’ Ann Ritchie invited people to try 

their hand at Scrabble. Members of the Preston 

Art Group enjoyed learning the game and were 

keen to join the Scrabble Group. The Art group 

displayed many excellent paintings produced 

by their members and warmly invited new 

members to join them (see Noticeboard item on 

page 11 for details). 

Performances from our Tai Chi and Line 

Dancing groups attracted large crowds of 

enthusiastic onlookers. After the event the 

Needlecraft group parcelled up all their 

beautiful hand-knitted items for delivery to 

KOGO to be distributed to people in need. 

It was a great day for spreading the word about 

U3A Darebin! 

U3A DAREBIN TRIBUTES 

The spirit of U3A – willing volunteers 

Often the most willing and hardworking 

volunteers are also the most self-effacing – they 

are our ‘unsung heroes’. Jean Garita is a perfect 

example of the unassuming volunteers without 

whom Darebin U3A would not be able to 

function. 

You may know Jean as a lovely cheerful fellow 

class member, or as the ever-welcoming 

Needlecraft coordinator.  

 

Photo: City of Darebin (by permission). Jean (right) is at a 

display table highlighting the work of the Needlework Group. 

Taken at the 2009 Darebin Volunteers Expo. 

But did you know that it is Jean who has for 

many years been cleaning the Fairfield 

premises, providing drinkable water, milk, tea 

and coffee and even goodies like chocolate chip 

biscuits? Jean has also kept up our stocks of 

toilet rolls, paper towels and essential office 

supplies.  

Jean has served on our Committee for many 

years as Property Officer, which carries other 

responsibilities apart from those above, 

including the maintenance and security of the 

building and installations. Due to her 

husband’s ill health she is unable to continue in 

this role. 

Jean has carried out all these tasks with a 

simple, cheerful grace which to me exemplifies 

the spirit of Darebin U3A. When asked some 

years back why she served on the Committee, 

she simply said she believed in giving 

something back to the community. 

We thank you, Jean, and we salute you for your 

essential contribution and service to Darebin 

U3A. 

Jill Craig 
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NOTICE BOARD 

Help Wanted – Brochure Distribution 

We plan to hand out our brochures again at the 

‘Carols in All Nations’ event on Saturday 13 

December. This Darebin Community event is 

held at All Nations Park alongside the 

Northcote Plaza. There are many picnickers 

and we usually hand out the brochures 

between 5 and 6 pm before the concert starts.  

If you would like to help distribute brochures at 

this event, please drop in at the office before the 

end of November to pick up a handful of our 

new brochures to take with you. Otherwise, 

you might want pick some up to place locally 

or give to friends and people you meet who 

may be interested in joining U3A. 

OMNI kicks off at SPAN 

SPAN report that their new OMNI (older men: 

new ideas) program has commenced at a great 

pace. Ten gentlemen attend from 10 am to 12 

noon on a Monday morning each fortnight. 

They discuss ‘secret men’s business’, laugh and 

have a great time.  

SPAN write: “It’s never too late to make new 

mates so join our OMNI group! Attendance is 

casual so come along whenever you can. Dates 

for the remainder of 2014 are 10 Nov, 24 Nov, 

and 8 Dec. Dates for 2015 to be arranged.” 

Contact: Sarah McNamee at SPAN, 9480 1364. 

Address: 64 Clyde St Thornbury 3071.  

 

Preston Art Group: an invitation to join us! 

We are an activity group of East Preston Senior 

Citizens Club. We come together once a week 

to paint and enjoy each other’s company. 

We meet on Thursdays 

from 12.30 – 3.30 pm  

at the Community Hall, East Preston Senior 

Citizens Centre, Donald St, East Preston. 
Melway 19 A10. 

Contact: Marianna, 0404 051 031.  

The iPad Quick Start Guide 

Like help using your iPad? 

Michele Berner, of U3A Nunawading, is 

offering an online training resource which 

covers everything a new user needs to know to 

get started with an iPad. There are 35 video 

lessons including links and downloadable 

resources. These introduce you to the key 

features of the iPad and take you through the 

early stages of using it. 

Free to U3A members. 

You need to sign up via a website called Master 

your iPad. See Michele’s website,  

http://technologyfueled.com.  

Message from the Editor 

Thank you to people who have recently sent a 

number of items for the Flyer. I am sorry that 

we have not had enough space to publish all of 

them in this issue but look out for them in the 

March issue! I look forward to receiving more 

contributions in the New Year (see below) 

 
 

Autumn Newsletter 

CCaalllliinngg  ffoorr  CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  
The next newsletter will be produced in March 

2015 and will contain the latest news from the 

Committee, coming events, Day Tripper plans 

and the latest course information.  

We welcome items from members, especially 

reports from the classroom, ‘Out and About’, 

Day Tripper outings. We also love to receive 

your creative writing, poems and stories of 

your U3A or life experiences.  

 

Please send contributions to the Editor, Jill 

Craig at Darebin U3A by 20 February.  

Items of 250 words or less preferred. 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

Policy Statement 

 

The success of this organisation requires a specific range of actions, attitudes and commitment. All members 

are expected to reflect these in all aspects of their involvement with the U3A Darebin Inc. 

 

Commitment to the Organisation and the Community 

• Ensure that all members act with integrity when dealing with one another and when representing U3A 

Darebin Inc. 

• Ensure that the behaviours and attitudes reflect the overall principles and values of U3A Darebin Inc. 

• Understand and support the aims and objectives of U3A Darebin Inc. 

• Honour all policies and procedures. 

• Represent the organisation in a positive way. 

• Volunteer in some capacity. 

 

Personal Integrity 

• Treat all persons with honesty, courtesy and respect. 

• Be responsible and accountable. 

• Take responsibility for reporting any hazards and working safely. 

• Obey the law of the land. 

 

Teamwork 

• Maintain a shared purpose. 

• Appreciate individual differences. 

• Support each other by encouraging personal growth. 

• Volunteer for tasks within the organisation. 

 

Responsibility 

• Be punctual and reliable in attending U3A classes, activities and other U3A commitments. 

• Notify appropriate person when unable to attend a class or ceasing enrolment in a class. 

• All members are responsible for adhering to this policy. 

• No member has more rights than others. 

• No member has over-riding control of who is the tutor or how the class is conducted and organised. 

 

 

U3A Darebin Inc. Committee of Management 

October 2014 

 

Based on Codes of Conduct from various U3As 

 

 

 

Reg No. A0028861A             ABN Number  41 278 577 132 
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U3A DAREBIN INC 
Reg. No. A0028861A 

NOMINATION FORM FOR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT – 2015 

For elections to be held at the Annual General Meeting at 

Fairfield Alphington RSL, Railway Place, Fairfield, Tuesday 2nd December 2014, at 1pm. 

 

You are invited to stand, or nominate a fellow member, for election to the Committee of Management 

for one of the following positions (please tick).  

Nominations are only open to full financial members of U3A Darebin Inc.  

 
�  President 

�  Vice-President 
�  Secretary 

�  Treasurer 
�  Ordinary Committee 

Member  

 

I, (name) …………………………………… ………………member no.…………. 
 

hereby nominate (name).................................................................. member no...........: 
 

I  accept the above nomination (print name)............................................................... 
 

(Signed)……………………...........................................member no….......................... 

 

Please return form, signed by the nominator and the person nominated to Secretary, U3A Darebin 

Inc. PO Box 44, FAIRFIELD VIC 3078, by Tuesday 25 November 2014. 

 

 

U3A DAREBIN INC. 
Reg. No. A0028861A 

 

PROXY FORM FOR SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING – Dec 2, 2014 
 

I, …………………………………………, being a full member of U3A Darebin, hereby appoint 
 

 …………………………………………… (name of proxy)   …………    (member no.)  
 

as my proxy to attend, speak and vote in person on my behalf at the Special General Meeting to be 

held on December 2, 2014.  

I direct my proxy to vote in relation to the proposed resolutions as follows*: 
 

1. Amendment to Statement and Purposes:  in favour �            against � 

2.    Additional winding up provision:            in favour �            against �  
*Delete direction instruction if not required. 

 

Signature ..…………………………………….. Member No………..      Date .................. 

 

Please return completed form to Secretary, U3A Darebin Inc. PO Box 44, FAIRFIELD VIC 3078, 

prior to the commencement of the meeting. 
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